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and English Language Education

MESSAGE  TO  PARENTS  AND  STUDENTS

Choosing secondary school courses is a major decision for all students.  This selection of courses should be a cooperative
effort involving the students, parents, counselors, teachers, and administrators.  All must participate in order to develop
programs that will take into account the student’s interests, achievements, academic ability, and career goals.  Please read the
information in this Program of Studies carefully when selecting next year’s courses.  This should ensure a smooth start to the
school year in September.

At both Hingham Middle School and Hingham High School, the course selection process begins with the presentation of
the Program of Studies.  For leveled classes teachers will make recommendations for appropriate placement.  After view-
ing their teachers’ recommendations, students and parents will electronically submit course requests.  Parental input and
approval of the choices are important.  Following the submission, students will meet individually with their counselors to
review and finalize their course requests.  Late in the spring, we will send home a course-verification sheet.  Parents should
check that sheet to see that the courses and levels are correct.  If a change is requested, it is important to contact your
students’ counselors promptly.  This is the last opportunity parents and students have to make changes that the school can
reasonably be assured of honoring.

The ADMINISTRATION reserves the right to withdraw a course offering if a reasonable number of students do not elect the
course or if staffing is not available.  When a course is oversubscribed, priority for enrollment will be given to seniors, then
juniors, then sophomores, etc.  Students who are unable to be enrolled in a course will be offered alternative courses, if such
courses are available.  While we hope to offer as many of the courses in this Program of Studies as possible, the actual
course offerings will reflect the severity of the budget reductions.

We build the entire schedule and assign faculty based on information we receive from students and parents in the
winter and spring about course choices.  Usually we can accommodate changes that are submitted during the spring.
However, requests for changes after that time will only be honored after school personnel have carefully considered
the reasons for the proposed changes and only if space and resources are available.  Requests for change such as
disliking a course, underestimating the course expectations, selecting or deselecting a specific teacher, wishing to
take an easier course, not realizing what the course would be like, or wanting to be in a class with friends are
inappropriate reasons for a schedule change and will not be honored.  This policy has been developed to prevent
staffing, scheduling, and teaching and learning problems that result from late schedule changes.  Once the school year has
begun, schedule conflicts, oversubscription, and other factors may make certain courses unavailable.  We cannot stress
enough the importance of carefully considering and selecting courses in the spring.  Avoid schedule problems in the
summer and fall by making wise, well-thought-out choices now.

PROGRAM OF STUDIES 2010-2011
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NO PERSON SHALL BE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST OR DENIED THE ADVANTAGES OFFERED BY THE HING-
HAM PUBLIC SCHOOLS ON ACCOUNT OF RACE, COLOR, SEX, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, RELIGION, NATIONAL
ORIGIN, OR HANDICAP.

HINGHAM PUBLIC SCHOOLS MISSION  STATEMENT

COMMITMENT TO LEARNING
FULFILLMENT OF POTENTIAL

SERVICE TO OTHERS
The Hingham Public School system encourages a partnership among educators, students, family and community, and strives
to instill in its students:
• Academic excellence, including communication skills and literacy, a habit of inquiry, critical thinking ability, and

problem solving capacity
• A sense of self worth

• A respect for and a spirit of service to others

• Respect for the environment

• An appreciation of the arts

• The ability to reason ethically, make rational decisions, and act morally

• A sense of personal responsibility and the desire to continue to work toward
the fulfillment of intellectual, social, and physical potential
a better community, nation, and world for living and learning.

HINGHAM MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

Hingham Middle School must provide all children with a positive learning atmosphere which offers students an oppor-
tunity to be challenged to their utmost ability, fosters understanding between diverse people, promotes services to
others, and instills a feeling of self worth. Contributions from all members of the Hingham Middle School community
are necessary and welcome.

Courses

Grade 6 Language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and physical education

Sixth graders also take art, DARE, foreign language, Second Step, and the following required enrichment classes:
English, math, study skills and presentation arts.  They must also elect to participate in one of the following music
offerings: band, chorus, or orchestra. Alterations to a schedule may be made based on a student’s Individualized
Education Program.

Grade 7 & 8 English, mathematics, science, social studies, physical education/health (Foreign language is
strongly recommended for all students).

In addition to the required courses above, students will also select full-year electives.  Based on a four-day, 28 block
cycle, each student in grades 7 - 8 is scheduled for a minimum of 26 instructional blocks.

Seventh and eighth graders who fail to achieve a C- in a foreign language course for the school year will not be permit-
ted to advance to the next course level.  However, eighth grade students may elect to begin the language again at the
high school.

Retention Policy

For seventh and eighth graders who fail English or mathematics for the school year, it is recommended that they attend a
summer school program in that subject.  Seventh and eighth graders who fail both English and mathematics will be
required to attend summer school programs in both disciplines.  Seventh and eighth graders who fail three of the four
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core subjects for the school year (English, mathematics, science, social studies) will also be required to repeat Grade 8.
The principal reserves the right to explore appropriate alternatives in individual student cases.

Levels and Groupings (7 - 8)

Where levels exist, classes tend to be homogeneous in terms of student ability and achievement levels in the subject.
Students are assigned to levels on the basis of ability and past achievement. In most elective areas, the enrollment tends
to be heterogeneous (i.e., students in those classes have a wider range of abilities and achievement levels).  In a course
where levels exist, the level is stated with the course title.

Level 2 Advanced courses are available for students capable and desirous of a high level of academic chal-
lenge. These courses involve extension and acceleration and require self motivation and the ability to
do independent work.

Level 3 These courses require a strong commitment to high academic standards, and daily completion of
extensive homework is expected.

Level 4 Standard courses are available for students who wish to strengthen fundamentals.

General Information

Attendance:  The middle school keeps a record of attendance for each class.

Homework:  While some homework may be completed in directed study periods, out-of-school time must be spent on
homework to derive maximum benefit from the academic program. The amount of homework assigned for subjects that
meet four times during the cycle should be approximately twenty to thirty minutes per night. Middle school students should
expect to spend between one and a half to two hours per night on homework.

Performance Reports:  The middle school provides a formal report four times a year in the form of a report card. The
purpose of this report is to provide a summary of assessments made by teachers so that the degree of progress may be
judged. In addition, teachers, counselors, or administrators may provide additional information on performance through
letters, progress report (warning) forms, individual progress reports, telephone calls, e-mails, or parent conferences.

Formal Records:  A temporary file is maintained on each student. This file is maintained by the School Counseling
Department and may be reviewed by a student or parent upon request. This file contains all school information collected
during earlier school years (report cards, transfer reports, test summaries, etc.). In addition, the administration maintains a
permanent student record of courses taken and grades received.
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HINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL MISSION  STATEMENT

The mission of Hingham High School is to graduate students with the academic, civic, social, and personal skills necessary
to become productive, responsible members of a democratic and ever-changing global society.  With the support and
involvement of the community, Hingham High School will engage all students in a challenging, well-balanced educational
program complemented by co curricular activities.

 Expectations for Student Learning
All Hingham High graduates will

1. Read purposefully
• Read with an accurate understanding of content and literal meaning
• Read with an understanding of the distinction between fact and opinion
• Read with the ability to analyze figurative language, implied meaning, and tone

2. Write effectively
• Write with appropriate expression and structure
• Write with attention to the conventions of grammar, usage, and vocabulary
• Use writing as a means of self-expression

3. Communicate effectively
• Speak clearly and confidently in an oral presentation
• Listen critically and accurately to spoken messages
• Acquire communication skills in a second language
• Explore and express ideas through the arts
• Use a variety of media to communicate ideas and information

4. Identify, analyze, and solve problems
• Use logic and deductive and inductive reasoning to solve problems
• Demonstrate the ability to use technology
• Access and evaluate information
• Use a range of resources to conduct research

5.   Demonstrate self-respect and respect for others
• Develop healthful habits for physical, social, and emotional well being
• Exhibit positive verbal and nonverbal behavior
• Maintain a good conduct record
• Display academic integrity
• Develop understanding of individual differences and global perspectives

6. Work both independently and cooperatively with others
• Be involved in school and/or community extra-curricular activities
• Attend school
• Demonstrate awareness of academic responsibilities
• Be tolerant of others’ opinions and points of view
• Participate constructively in group activities

7. Fulfill their responsibilities and exercise their rights as members of local and global communities
• Abide by the Rules of the Road
• Support student-sponsored activities that respond to the needs of others
• Register to vote when eligible
• Participate in community decisions
• Demonstrate knowledge of civics education through the study of United States history, the democratic

process, and shared civic values
• Acquire knowledge of diverse cultures

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Program of Studies is intended to give parents and students information which will help to

♦ increase understanding about what the schools offer
♦ develop an awareness of the programs and resources that are available

♦ increase understanding of how to make decisions about these resources and indicate who is available for consul-
tation
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♦ clarify basic requirements for planning and scheduling a program and for becoming eligible for graduation
♦ describe what can be done if a problem develops with a program

♦ identify the various record systems of the school:  attendance, formal records, and reports of performance.

Course Load - Each student in grades 9-12 must carry a minimum of 30 credits. Seniors carrying three or more Advanced
Placement courses are required to carry a minimum of 20 credits.   Massachusetts “Time & Learning” guidelines require that
all students be scheduled for 990 hours of instructional time annually; therefore, students who enroll in fewer than 35 credits
of coursework will be assigned to a directed study to complete their “instructional time” requirements.  The purpose of
directed study is for students to work on curriculum-related materials under the supervision of a teacher.  It is expected that
students will use the opportunity to work on any unfinished class work and strengthen their understanding of academic
knowledge.  Directed studies are held in classrooms under the direction of a licensed teacher.

Credits - To receive a Hingham High School diploma, all students must earn 110 credits; pass the MCAS in English/
Language Arts,  Mathematics, and one science area; and complete all other requirements.

Distribution Requirements -  In addition to general course load requirements noted above, there are certain required
course credits that must be earned in grades 9-12.   Certain distribution requirements must be fulfilled for graduation.  All
students must earn at least the following credits:

20 credits in English 15 credits in math
15 credits in science 15 credits in social studies (must include US History)

10 credits in the same foreign language 5 credits in physical education

2.5 credits in fine or applied arts 2.5 credits in computer (or pass a proficiency exam).
Only credits earned in grades 9-12 may be applied to graduation requirements. In order to participate in graduation, ALL
requirements must be met.   (Cases of foreign-exchange students will be handled individually.)

The following are high school graduation requirements by grade:
Grade 9  English I, physical education/health Grade 11  English III, US History, physical education/health

Grade 10  English II, physical education/health* Grade 12  English IV, physical education/health*

*All high school students must  participate in physical education and health every year.  In grades 9 and 10, all students are
required to complete a semester course in physical education and health.  Juniors and seniors have a variety of options by
which they may complete the physical education requirement.  See the Physical Education section of this program for
details.

Homework is assigned according to the type and level of the academic program.  While some homework may be com-
pleted in study periods, out-of-school time must be spent on homework to derive maximum benefit from the academic
program.  The amount of homework assigned for subjects that meet six times during the cycle should be approximately
thirty minutes per night.  Thus high school students should expect to spend between two and three hours per night on
homework.  This does not pertain to advanced placement courses.

Depending upon staff availability, independent study options may be available.  Students electing this option will pursue
independent study and/or research on a topic of their choosing in an assigned classroom.  They must work under the
direction of a staff member knowledgeable in their chosen area who will assist them in developing the focus and require-
ments of their study.  Students will be assigned to this teacher and his or her classroom for the independent study period.
The hours for independent study will be same as the hours for an equivalent course.  Attendance will be taken daily.
Student progress will be monitored and assessed by this advisor.  The high school principal will have final approval of all
independent study programs including the determination of the number credits to be awarded.

Levels and Groupings (9-12)  - It is important to understand how courses in certain departments are organized.  Where
levels exist, classes tend to be more homogeneous in terms of student ability and achievement levels in the subject.  Students
are assigned to levels on the basis of ability and past achievement. In most elective areas, the enrollment tends to be more
heterogeneous, i.e., students in those classes have a wider range of abilities and achievement levels.  In a course where levels
exist, the level is stated with the course title.  General descriptors are listed below.
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Level 1 Advanced Placement courses are recommended for students who have demonstrated exceptional academic
achievement. These courses involve considerable enrichment and acceleration as well as extensive homework.
Summer reading and/or project requirements are an integral part of each course.  To  receive AP credits, the AP
exam must be taken; a fee is required for each examination.

Level 2 Advanced courses are available for students capable and desirous of a high level of academic challenge.  These
courses involve extension and acceleration and require self motivation and the ability to do independent work.

Level 3 Level 3 courses will prepare students for all colleges and universities except those listed in Barron’s Profiles of
American Colleges as most  competitive.  These courses require a strong commitment to high academic standards,
and daily completion of extensive homework is expected.

Level 4 Standard courses are available for students who wish to strengthen fundamentals required for junior college,
business or specialized schools, and employment.

At Hingham High, the procedures for changing levels and withdrawingor entering a course are as follows:
• During term one, no level changes nor course withdrawals may occur without teacher input and department head

approval.
• Level changes may not occur after the first five weeks of terms 2, 3, and 4.

• All level changes initiated by students will require a discussion involving the teacher, counselor, and department
chair.  Parents must provide written approval for the change.

• Changes that are recommended by the staff will result in parent notification by the counselor or teacher.  Parents
will be asked to provide a written approval for change.

• Changes that are not recommended by the staff will require a conference involving the teacher, parent, counselor,
and department chair.

• If a level change does occur, the grade received in the prior level will be adjusted up or down by ten points for the
purposes of calculating the student’s GPA.

• No new course may be added to a student’s schedule after the first two weeks of either semester without the

permission of the principal.

Class Rank

• Hingham High School does not rank students and does not provide colleges or universities with class rank
information.

• Designations of class valedictorian and class salutatorian will be awarded to the two seniors with the highest
grade point averages.  Students who are not enrolled at HHS for the final four consecutive semesters of high
school (all of junior and senior year) will not be considered for these designations.  Class valedictorian and
class salutatorian will be selected after the seniors’ final grades have been established.

• Hingham High School uses a  4.0 weighted GPA(Grade Point Average).  GPA  is calculated for all students who
enter Hingham High School prior to their senior year.  Grades from previous schools may be included in the GPA.
All leveled courses are included in the calculation of GPA.

Mark Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

   A+ 4.666   4.166 3.666 3.166
   A  4.5   4.0  3.5 3.0

   A- 4.333   3.833 3.333 2.833

   B+ 4.166   3.666 3.166 2.666
   B 4.0   3.5 3.0 2.5

   B- 3.833   3.333 2.833 2.333

   C+ 3.666   3.166 2.666 2.166
   C  3.5   3.0  2.5 2.0

   C- 3.333   2.833 2.333 1.833

   D+  3.166   2.666 2.1666 1.666
   D  3.0   2.5 2.0 1.5

   D-  2.833   2.333 1.833 1.333

   F   0.0    0.0  0.0  0.0
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Developing a Schedule - Schedule a program with the present AND the future in mind.  Make all decisions carefully and
take advantage of all available assistance.  Counseling services are provided for all students and parents to consider the
vocational and personal interests of each student as well as to help in the student’s educational placement.  Individual
conferences are scheduled, as well as small and large group meetings.  The Counseling Department also offers other ser-
vices:  testing, evaluation, dissemination of occupational and vocational information, orientation programs, conferences,
and referrals to other agencies.  The Counseling  Office at the high school includes a Career Center which contains informa-
tion useful in career planning.  The material is for the use of students and their parents; counselors are available to assist.  The
Career Center has pamphlets, books, occupational information, college videos, and computer terminals for career, college,
and scholarship searches.

Students who are interested in a vocational program should discuss this matter with their school counselors.  The Hingham
secondary schools offer a number of vocationally-oriented courses; however, spaces in vocational programs outside of
Hingham are available only on a limited basis.  Parents are asked to give written notification by December 1 of their child’s
intent to enroll in a vocational school for the next school year.

Scheduling Guidelines - To assist students in planning programs, we offer the following guidelines.  These are broad
guidelines. Specific schools have specific requirements, and these may be obtained by looking at college catalogs.  It is
strongly recommended that each student’s program include an applied arts experience (Business/Technology, Family &
Consumer Sciences, Industrial Technology) and a fine arts experience (Art, Music, Drama).

The preparation for THE MOST COMPETITIVE COLLEGES should include level two and Advanced Placement courses.
Planning for these courses must begin with the selection of courses for grades 7-11.

If a student is planning to go to a four-year liberal arts college, consider electing
- Four (4) years of English

- Three-four (3-4) years of mathematics

- Two-four (2-4) years of foreign language
- Three-four (3-4) years of science

- Three-four (3-4) years of social studies (U.S. History is required).

If a student is planning to go to a science or an engineering college, consider electing

- Four (4) years of English

- Four (4) years of mathematics
- Three-four (3-4) years of science (including biology, physics, and chemistry)

- Two-three (2-3) years of foreign language.

If a student is planning to pursue a a major in business administration or information technology, consider electing

- Four (4) years of English

- Three (3) years of mathematics
- Three (3) years of science

- Three (3) years of social studies (U.S. History is  required).

- The full range of courses offered in the Business/Technology Department.

If a student is planning to take a diploma or associate degree program in nursing, consider electing

- Four (4) years of English
- Three-four (3-4) years of mathematics (including algebra)

- Two-four (2-4) years of science (including biology and chemistry or anatomy & physiology

- Two-three (2-3) years of social studies (US History is  required).
- Two (2) years of foreign language.

If a student is planning to enter the fine arts, homemaking field, or the trades, in addition to the required subjects, consider
electing as many courses as possible in the field of specialization.
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DUAL ENROLLMENT POLICY - Eleventh and twelfth grade students at Hingham High School may be eligible to
participate in the Dual Enrollment Program created by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and  Secondary Educa-
tion under the State’s Education Reform Act of 1993.  Eleventh and twelfth graders who meet the requirements can take
courses in any of the state’s twenty-nine junior colleges, colleges and universities.

Hingham High School’s policy for participation in the Dual Enrollment Program is as follows:
1.  Students must be enrolled in the eleventh or twelfth grade (a state  requirement).

2.  Students must maintain at least a B average (3.0 state requirement on a 4.0 scale).

3.  Students may take courses under the following conditions:

•  The college course must be an extension of courses offered at Hingham High School in a specific
    academic area that has been exhausted by the student at Hingham High.

•  The college course is not offered at Hingham High School.

•  The college course does not interfere with or take precedence over the student’s high school academic
      program.

•  The student’s family takes full responsibility for the student’s transportation to and from the state
     college.

•  The parent or guardian will submit a letter of approval.

•  The student receives the recommendation of his/her high school counselor and principal for

      participation in the Dual Enrollment Program.

•  The student meets all of the deadlines for submitting registration materials to both the high school and
     college.

•  Upon review of the student’s transcript and recommendations, the Department of Elementary and

      Secondary Education approves the student’s participation in the Dual Enrollment Program.

4.  Students who successfully complete a course at the college level will receive both high school and college credit.
    The course, the grade, and the institution where the course was taken will be recorded on the student’s high
     school transcript.
5.  Students may not take more than two courses per semester at any state college or university  without prior
     approval.

Harvard Extension School - Lowell Scholarships.   Hingham High School students may be eligible to participate in the
Harvard Extension School’s Lowell Scholarship Program.  This program is open to qualified high school students, teachers,
counselors, and administrators in the Greater Boston area.  These scholarships offer reduced tuition for courses taken for
credit in the arts and sciences.  The Extension School website is http://www.dce.harvard.edu/extension.
Lowell Scholars may apply the Lowell scholarship toward any 4-unit course in the catalogue (for which they have the
prerequisites) except language and limited enrollment courses.  All Lowell Scholars who plan to take a math course must
take the math placement test before registering and must enroll as placed.  Information about courses, registration, payment,
and academic policy are in the Harvard Extension Catalogue.  Scholarship funds are limited so early application is encour-
aged.
Hingham High School’s policy for participation in the Harvard Extension School’s Lowell Scholarship Program is as fol-
lows:

1.  Students must be enrolled in the 11th or 12th grade.
2.  Students must maintain at least a B average.
3.  Students may take courses under the following conditions:

• The college course must be an extension of courses offered at Hingham High  in a specific academic area
    that has been exhausted by the student at HHS.
• The college course is not offered at Hingham High School.

• The college course does not interfere with or take precedence over the student’s HHS academic
   program.
• The student’s family takes full responsibility for the student’s transportation to and from the Harvard
    Extension School.
•The parent or guardian will submit a letter of approval to the high school counselor.

•The student receives the recommendation of his/her high school counselor and principal for participation
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•The student meets all of the deadlines for submitting registration materials to both the high school and
   Harvard Extension School.

4.   Students who successfully complete a course at the college level will receive both high school and college
       credit.  The course, the grade, and the institution where the course was taken will be recorded on the student’s
      high  school transcript.
5.  Students may not take more than two courses per semester at any state college or university without prior
     approval.

Other Courses
For enrichment and/or remedial courses taken at the college level, the number of credits and the level of the course will be
determined by the principal.  Courses taken other than for the purposes of making up a failing grade will not be included in
a student’s GPA.  All courses taken outside of Hingham High School including but not limited to summer school or on-line
classes must be approved in advance by the principal.

Senior Project
The Senior Project is a program in which qualified seniors spend fourth term working on a substantive project of their own
design for four or more hours daily.  This program will allow the student to explore a personal or academic interest in a
more comprehensive, meaningful context. Such explorations might involve a possible career choice, a special talent, or a
community service project. Projects should be conceived and carried out on an individual basis.  However, team projects
may be considered if written evidence is provided.
In order to qualify for the Senior Project Program students must meet three criteria.

1. Candidates for this program must be passing for the year both at the application deadline and at the end of term
three.  Students whose average falls below a C by the start of fourth term will be ineligible to participate in the
program.

2. Candidates must be deemed responsible based on attendance (including class cuts, absences, and tardies) and
school behavior.

3. Selection will be based on the student’s application and the quality of the proposal.  Proposals will be reviewed
and selected by the Senior Project Committee, which is composed of a number of faculty and staff from a
variety of departments.

Please contact Mrs. Henriksen (jhenriksen@hinghamschools.com /781-741-1560 ex. 2970), the Senior Project Committee
coordinator, if you should need any additional information.

The systems concerning attendance, report cards, and formal records areas are as follows:

Attendance: The schools keep a record of attendance for each course.  Course credit is related to attendance.  Excessive or
unexcused absence (class cuts) can result in a reduction of the credit awarded for a given course.

Performance Reports: The secondary schools provide a formal report four times a year in the form of a report card.  The
purpose of this report is to provide a summary of assessments made by teachers so that the degree of progress may be judged.
In addition, teachers, counselors, or administrators may provide additional information on performance through letters,
progress report forms, individual progress reports, telephone calls, or parent conferences.
Formal Records: A temporary file is maintained on each student.  This file is maintained by the School Counseling  Depart-
ment and may be reviewed by a student or parent upon request.  This file contains all school information collected during
earlier school years (report cards, transfer reports, test summaries).  In addition, the administration maintains a permanent
student record of courses taken, grades received, and credits earned.
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ART

The teachers of Fine Arts in Hingham hold that

♦ An art experience is a highly personal and unique interaction involving the student and the art object

♦ Direct experience involving the use of media is essential for any complete understanding of art

♦ While standards of art performance are desirable, they are relative to the individual student’s capacity to perform

♦ Students contemplating extended involvement in art and/or pursuit of a career in art should begin art electives as early
    as possible.

All courses in this department address Student Learning Expectations 3, 4, and 6.

921 DRAWING  &  PAINTING  II
Grades 11 & 12   - 2.5 credits
Prereq. – B+ or better in  Drawing & Painting I
recommended or permission of the instructor

This course is a continuation of Drawing & Painting I with
emphasis on lineal depth, composition, and individual de-
sign.  Colored pencils, pastels, and acrylic paints are used in
the production of original art.  Students are introduced to
new techniques while incorporating concepts taught in Draw-
ing & Painting I.

930 CERAMICS & SCULPTURE  I
Grades 9 - 12    - 2.5 credits

Ceramics & Sculpture I explores three-dimensional form in
the three basic hand-building techniques of coil, slab, and
sculpture.  Emphasis is placed on design, construction, and
the finish of each project.

900M   ART 7  - Grade 7  -  2 periods

This course is designed to continue interest and develop new
awareness in art from the sixth grade level.  Introductory Art
introduces and develops skills in perspective, design, and
composition.  Experimentation with media and techniques
are achieved through drawing, painting, graphics, and crafts.
Art history is also discussed in conjunction with specific units.

HIGH  SCHOOL  COURSE  F L O W   C H A R T

CERAMICS & SCULPTURE I TWO DIMENSIONAL FOUNDATIONS

 

CERAMICS & SCULPTURE II DRAWING & PAINTING I

DRAWING & PAINTING II

PORTFOLIO/Extended Study

and/or

WHEEL THROWING

901M ART 8 - Grade 8 -2 periods

This course is an exploratory course designed to introduce
students to a variety of art experiences while further devel-
oping skills and theories taught in Introductory Art.  Students
will be introduced to new materials and given opportunities
to pursue their own interest in the production of two- and
three-dimensional art.

910 TWO   DIMENSIONAL  FOUNDATIONS
Grades 9-12 -  2.5 credits

This course introduces students to the fundamentals of the
two dimensional visual arts in a studio environment.  Basic
skills of perspective, basic shapes, and design are explored
using a variety of media including pencil, colored pencil,
and tempera paint.  Basic print making techniques will be
explored.

920 DRAWING  &  PAINTING  I
Grades 10-12  - 2.5 credits
Prereq. – Successful completion of Two D
Foundations

This course develops technical skills while encouraging cre-
ative solutions to design problems.  Properties of light and
their relative values, color, and application are emphasized.
Materials used include pen and ink, charcoal, pastels, tempra,
and acrylic paints.
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931 CERAMICS  &  SCULPTURE  II
Grades 9- 12  - 2.5 credits
Prereq. - Successful completion of Ceramics I

Building on the skills and techniques covered in Ceramics
I, this course will provide students the opportunity to work
on a larger scale.  Time will be provided for the production
of personal ideas and the solving of design problems. Course
may be repeated for full credit with  instructor’s approval.

932 WHEEL THROWING
Grades 9- 12  - 2.5 credits
Prereq. - Successful completion of Ceramics I

This course will introduce students to the potter’s wheel.
Students will learn techniques in centering,  pulling, shap-
ing, and designing wheel-thrown pieces.  This course may
be repeated for full credit with  instructor’s approval.

BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY

Students are encouraged to elect business and technology courses that lead to twenty-first century skills and prepare them
for an increasingly competitive global society.  Over the past several years, there has been a gradual increase in student
enrollment in these courses.  This increase reflects the growing awareness that the skills and knowledge gained in business
and computer classes assist students in obtaining part-time employment and prepare students for academic coursework at
the collegiate level.  The business courses are strongly recommended for students who plan to major in a business program
in college.  All courses in this department address Student Learning Expectations 2, 3, 4, and 6.  Please note that students
choosing to test out of the computer course high school graduation requirement must do so by the end of sophomore
year.

613 WEB  DESIGN
Grades 10-12 - 2.5 credits
Prerequisite – Computer Applications

This course offers a formal introduction to the Internet and
its widespread uses.  Students will learn how to search the
Web using URL addresses and various search engines.  Stu-
dents will also learn the elements of web page design by
learning the basics of HTML (Hypertext Markup Lan-
guage).  After completing units on HTML hand coding, stu-
dents will learn to design, organize, create and publish web
pages using Macromedia Dreamweaver.  Students will also
be introduced to Microsoft FrontPage.  Students will also
learn the basics of Macromedia Flash, an editor for web
animation.  Students will have the opportunity to choose an
advanced web design topic such as JavaScript or to learn a
graphic editing software program such as Macromedia Fire-
works or Adobe Photoshop.  Students will be expected to
publish their completed web sites to the HHS web server.
This is a course that not only teaches specific software skills,
but also helps students develop learning strategies as far as
learning new software programs.

623 COMPUTER   APPLICATIONS
Fulfills HHS computer requirement.
Grades 9-12  - 2.5 credits

This required course develops computer literacy in a PC
environment by introducing concepts involved in using soft-
ware applications.  Students are strongly encouraged to en-
roll in this course in either grade nine or ten.  This course
will address Microsoft Word (word processing), Microsoft
Excel (spreadsheets), Microsoft PowerPoint (multimedia),
and Microsoft Access (database).  Students will extend their
keyboarding skills and receive hands-on training using PC
computers in a networked environment. Students will learn
the skills both to complete projects within each software
application and to integrate multiple applications.  This is a
course that not only teaches specific software skills but also
helps students develop strategies for learning new software
programs.  A final project will bring together all applica-
tions that have been taught throughout the course.  Upon
completion of this course students will have a solid founda-
tion of Microsoft Office applications.

933 PORTFOLIO  PREPARATION
Grade 12  - 5 credits
Prereq. – B+ or better in  three art courses including
Drawing and Painting I and II;  recommended or per
mission of the instructor

This course provides an opportunity for seniors wishing to
enter an art school or college art program to finalize their port-
folios.  Specific assignments are given in conjunction with
individualized help and consultation.
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641 COLLEGE ACCOUNTING I
Grades 10-12  - 2.5 credits

This is an introductory course covering the basic theories
and practices of accounting.  It includes the theory of debit
and credit, journalizing, posting to the ledger, taking a trial
balance, and maintaining financial statements.  This is a
highly recommended course for all students thinking about
majoring in business administration or accounting at the
college level.

645 FINANCIAL LITERACY
Grades 11&12  - 2.5 credits

Students will learn invaluable living essential skills such as
preparing a resume, obtaining a job, calculating taxes, rent-
ing an apartment (leases), formulating a personal budget,
opening and maintaining a checking account, calculating
discounts on products and interest on credit cards, credit
and debit, and simplistic investments such as stocks, money
markets, and CD’s.  This course provides an introduction to
financial literacy and will give students a head start when
living on their own at college and subsequently dealing in
the financial world as adults.

651  LAW
Grades 11&12  - 2.5 credits

This course is an introduction to the law. It is designed to
lead the student to an understanding of the pervasiveness of
law in our economic society.  The course stresses not only
one’s rights and benefits, but also one’s legal duties, obliga-
tions, and liabilities.  This course aims to develop such de-
sirable personal traits as respect for the law, tolerance, and a
sense of the obligations of citizenship.  Students will learn
about the rules of evidence, the structure of the court system
and participate in a mock trial. The course can be valuable
as background information to individuals who are consider-
ing business or law careers.  This course serves as a founda-
tion for advanced study at the college level.

652 INVESTMENTS
Grades 11&12  - 2.5 credits

This course is designed to develop skills, concepts, and un-
derstandings necessary in handling financial resources.  The
complexity of managing one’s personal finances in today’s
world warrants the development of decision-making skills
necessary for the student to get the most out of life through
the optimum use of money.  This course, based on personal
economic issues, includes six units of study: the history of
money, investments, credit, banking, insurance, and taxes.
Students will also participate in an online student stock mar-
ket tournament.

653 MARKETING
Grades 11&12  - 2.5 credits

This course offers a comprehensive overview of the field of
domestic and global marketing anchored around the 4P’s:
product, place, price and promotion.  Market analysis/re-
search, market segmentation, advertising, and careers in
marketing are addressed in relation to business’ products
and services.  Advertising and market research are discussed
in the following forums: Internet, print, and broadcasting
(radio and television). The culminating activity is the pro-
duction of a video-taped 30-second commercial.  Students
learn through real-life case studies that impact their school
and community. This course is recommended for students
planning to major in business administration or marketing.

654 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
Grades 11&12  - 2.5 credits

This course examines entrepreneurship and the components
of starting and operating a business.  It also focuses on the
role of the entrepreneur in our economy and our commu-
nity.  Students will be exposed to the major aspects of busi-
ness management and entrepreneurship: business commu-
nication, negotiations, business ownership, business plans,
financial reports, economic concepts, marketing, human re-
source management, and information technology.  As a fi-
nal project, students will develop a business plan for a busi-
ness of their choice and evaluate its feasibility.  This course
is recommended for those planning to major in business ad-
ministration.

681 COOPERATIVE WORK   EXPERIENCE
Grade 11&12  - 10 or 15 credits
Prerequisite - Departmental and Counselor
approval

This program, designed for students who would like to work
during junior/senior year, allows students to attend school
in the morning and work in a related business in the after-
noon/evening.  Students must receive departmental approval
and school counselor approval.   Students must comply with
all program guidelines and act in a responsible manner to
succeed in this program.
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ENGLISH

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
English Instruction in the Hingham Public Schools is guided by the following principles:

1. Structured Writing:  Our program will emphasize formal structural principles as they relate to the expository,
persuasive, narrative, and descriptive essay.

2. Close Reading:  Our program will provide guided instruction for reading and literary analysis that emphasizes
critical reading and critical thinking skills.

3. Active Learning:  Our program will promote instructional practices that are student-centered and, when
appropriate, differentiated.  These practices will take into account the readiness level and promote optimum
range of challenge for all students.

4. Vertical Articulation: Our program will be designed to promote a consistent continuum of skills from one grade
level to the next.

All courses in this department address Student Learning Expectations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7.

REQUIREMENTS
All students are required to take four years of English in order to qualify for graduation from Hingham High School.
Reading and writing requirements for each course are listed in the course descriptions.  These requirements are obligatory
and minimal.

READING AND WRITING
The required reading selections for each grade and level are listed in the course descriptions.  Guided reading activities
emphasize close reading and stress inferential as well as literal comprehension.  Students respond orally and in writing and
also take quizzes and exams based on this reading material.  Exams are explained in the course descriptions.  Structured
writing assignments on literary works consist of interpretive thesis essays on character, setting, conflict, theme, imagery,
symbol, and tone.  Other compositions include narrative, descriptive, and persuasive pieces, letter writing, and various
creative endeavors.  Specific requirements for each grade and level are listed in the course descriptions and curriculum
guides.

NOTEBOOKS  AND FOLDERS
In grades 6-12 students are required to maintain organized English notebooks.  Teachers maintain folders of all graded
work.  Yearly and cumulative writing portfolios are also kept for each student.   These materials provide empirical evidence
of teacher-student accountability and are available for review upon request and during teacher-parent conferences.

SENIOR SEMINARS
Seniors in levels 2, 3, and 4 will meet their senior English requirement by selecting two semester-long courses.  These
multi-leveled courses are designed as discussion-based investigations into specific topics and are intended to resemble
more closely post-secondary educational experiences.  These courses will still be subject to the reading and writing re-
quirements of all Hingham English courses.

COLLEGE ESSAY
All seniors participate in an in-class writing workshop to draft their college application essays or related personal state-
ments for employment purposes. This writing workshop is an academic requirement at all levels in the Grade 12 curricu-
lum and is scheduled during Term I.

RESEARCH
All courses in the Hingham English Department will incorporate some form of formal research into the curriculum.  Stu-
dents will receive instruction in research practices and conduct research in accordance with guidelines established by the
Modern Language Association (MLA).

LEVELS
All English courses in grades 7-12 are grouped homogeneously according to the levels of challenge in reading and writing
activities.

Advanced Placement English is Level 1. Advanced courses are Level 2.
College prepatory courses are Level 3. Standard courses are Level 4.
Senior course selections are heterogeneously grouped.
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ELECTIVES
General elective courses in English are open to all interested students at all grade levels.  These courses may not be taken
in place of the four English courses required for graduation.  These courses are intended to be taken in addition to required
English courses.

SUMMER READING PROGRAM
Summer reading is required for all students in Grades 6-12.  Reading lists and requirements for each grade level are
distributed to all students at the end of the school year.  This information is also available on the Hingham Public Schools
website and at the Hingham Public Library.  Related assessments will be given during the first cycle of school.  Students are
encouraged to read a substantial number and variety of literary works.

STANDARDIZED TEST PREPARATION
The Hingham English program provides ample preparation for the standardized testing experiences of students in grades
6-12.  Careful attention to and consistent practice with conventions of grammar and usage, vocabulary in context, close
reading, and the structural principles of writing establish a pattern of readiness for the testing situations encountered in the
MCAS, PSAT, SAT,  ACT, and AP exams.  When deemed appropriate, teachers may give simulated practice tests.

GRADE 7

At all levels, seventh grade English involves direct instruction and practice in comprehension, close-reading techniques,
critical thinking skills, and effective writing strategies.  Students learn grammar, punctuation, spelling, and usage skills in
practical, authentic contexts.  They study sentence, paragraph, and essay construction and acquire editing/revising skills
during the writing process.  Their knowledge of word meanings is broadened extensively through their study of literature,
and they practice patterns for vocabulary study that they will encounter later on state assessment and College Board exams.

102M LEVEL   2   REQUIREMENTS
Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list:  Little Women, Alcott; A Tree Grows in Brooklyn,

Smith; Great Expectations, Dickens; The Miracle Worker, Gibson; Call of the Wild, London;
Treasure Island, Stevenson; The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Twain;  Language of Literature,
(McDougal Littell); selected short stories, myths, plays, and poems; a poetry project; a summer
reading requirement.

Writing: Three writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
one exam  on required reading per term that includes a structured writing response.  Language
text: Language Network (McDougal Littell)

103M LEVEL  3  REQUIREMENTS
Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list: Fever, Anderson; Tangerine, Bloor; Education of

Little Tree, Carter; I Remember Mama, Forbes; Walkabout, Marshall; A Day No Pigs Would
Die, Peck; The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Twain; The Miracle Worker, Gibson; Language of
Literature, (McDougal Littell); a mini-mystery unit; selected short stories, myths, plays, and
poems; a poetry project; a summer reading requirement.

Writing: Three  writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
one exam required reading per term that includes a structured writing response.  Language text:
Language Network (McDougal Littell)

104M LEVEL  4  REQUIREMENTS
Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list:  Walk Two Moons, Creech; Harris and Me,

Paulsen; A Day No Pigs Would Die; Peck; Crash, Spinelli; Loser, Spinelli; Missing May, Rylant;
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Twain; Language of Literature, (McDougal Littell); a mini-
mystery unit; selected short stories, myths, plays, and poems; a poetry project; a summer read-
ing requirement.

Writing: Three  writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
one exam on required reading per term that includes a structured writing response.
Language text: Language Network (McDougal Littell)
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GRADE 8

At all levels, eighth grade English involves direct instruction and practice in comprehension, close-reading techniques,
critical thinking skills, and effective writing strategies.  Students learn grammar, punctuation, spelling, and usage skills in
practical, authentic contexts.  They expand their skills in sentence, paragraph, and essay construction and refine their
editing/revising skills during the writing process.  Students’ knowledge of word meanings is broadened extensively through
their study of literature, and they practice test patterns for vocabulary that they will encounter later on state assessment and
College Board exams.

112M LEVEL  2  REQUIREMENTS
Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list: The Good Earth, Buck; A Raisin in the Sun,

Hansberry;  A Separate Peace, Knowles; Stonewall’s Gold, Mrazek; Of Mice and Men, Steinbeck;
Man of La Mancha, Wasserman; Language of Literature, (McDougal Littell); selected short
stories, plays, and poems; a summer reading requirement.

Writing: Three  writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
one exam  on required reading per term that includes a structured writing response.  Language
text: Language Network (McDougal Littell)

113M     LEVEL  3  REQUIREMENTS
Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list: Johnny Tremain, Forbes; The Diary of a Young

Girl, Frank; A Raisin in the Sun, Hansberry;Stonewall’s Gold, Mrazek;  In My Father’s House,
Rinaldi; Of Mice and Men, Steinbeck; Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, Taylor; The Pigman,
Zindel; Language of Literature, (McDougal Littell); selected short stories, plays, and poems; a
summer reading requirement.

Writing: Three  writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
one exam on required reading per term that includes a structured writing response.  Language
text: Language Network (McDougal Littell)

114M LEVEL  4  REQUIREMENTS
Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list: Killing Mr. Griffin, Duncan; The Skin I’m In,

Flake; A Raisin in the Sun, Hansberry; Spite Fences, Krisher; In My Father’s House, Rinaldi;
Of Mice and Men, Steinbeck; Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, Taylor; The Pigman, Zindel;
Language of Literature, (McDougal Littell); selected short stories, myths, plays, and poems; a
summer reading requirement.

Writing: Three  writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
one exam on required reading per term that includes a structured writing response.  Language
text: Language Network (McDougal Littell)

125M DRAMA 7
Grade 7 - 2 periods

This course is open to all seventh-grade students.  In an activity-learning format, students are introduced to the fundamen-
tals of oral communication skills and dramatic performance.  Throughout the course, students work in an atmosphere
designed to encourage self-confidence and personal growth through creative thinking, improvisation, and group interac-
tion.  Students perform a teacher-assigned scene from dramatic literature, learn the fundamentals of pantomime, develop
beginning improvisational techniques, and write and perform a puppet show on a teacher-approved topic.

135M DRAMA 8
Grade 8 - 2 periods

This course is open to eighth-grade students.  No prior experience in drama is required.  In an activity-learning format,
students gain experience in the practical application of fundamental speech and drama skills in a variety of production
experiences.  A primary activity in this course is public performance; each student is expected to perform before an
audience.  Students create and perform sketches, write and execute an old-fashioned radio show with sound effects, pro-
duce a short film project, perform a teacher-assigned scene from dramatic literature, and participate in the production of a
one-act play chosen by the teacher.
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GRADE 9 – HUMANITIES (5 credits)

122 LEVEL  2  REQUIREMENTS
This course offers an integrated approach to the study of literature and history.  It examines the literature of the following
different periods of Western Civilization:  Ancient Greece and Rome; The Middle Ages; The Renaissance and Reforma-
tion; the Age of Reason and Enlightenment; and the age of revolutions leading into the Nineteenth Century.  Although the
emphasis is on Western Civilization, the course also includes a study of the major contributions of other world civiliza-
tions.   Through the study of this literature students will refine skills of reading accuracy, critical thinking, analysis and
interpretation, writing, speaking and listening.  Students in this course also participate in a variety of interdisciplinary
projects/presentations.

Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list: Ender’s Game, Card;  The Canterbury Tales,
Chaucer; A Tale of Two Cities, Dickens;  Siddhartha, Hesse; The Odyssey, Homer; To Kill a
Mockingbird, Lee; Mythology and You, Rosenberg and Baker; Julius Caesar or Romeo and
Juliet, Shakespeare; The Once and Future King, White; a summer reading requirement.

Writing: Four writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
an interdisciplinary paper/project/presentation based on research at different points in the
year; one exam on required reading per term that includes a structured writing response.
Language text: Holt Handbook, Third Course, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston

123 LEVEL  3  REQUIREMENTS
This course introduces students to major works of literature that have shaped or reflect significant themes in world civili-
zation.  Through the study of this literature students will refine skills of reading accuracy, critical thinking, analysis and
interpretation, writing, speaking and listening. Students in this course also participate in a variety of projects and research-
based activities.

Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list: Ender’s Game, Card; The Canterbury Tales,
Chaucer; A Christmas Carol, Dickens; The Freedom Writers’ Diary, Gruwell; The Odyssey,
Homer; Siddhartha, Hesse; To Kill A Mockingbird, Lee; Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare; The
Pearl, Steinbeck; The Once and Future King, White;  Elements of Literature (Holt, Rinehart,
and Winston); selected short stories, poems and plays;  a summer reading requirement.

Writing: Four writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
one exam  on required reading per term that includes a structured writing response.
Language text: Holt Handbook, Third Course, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston

126 ENGLISH/READING 9 (levels 3, 4)
This class is designed for ninth graders who would benefit from a small class setting and the combined efforts of teachers
from the English and Special Education faculties.  The primary aim of this class will be to bolster and expand the reading,
writing, and critical thinking skills of the students through direct instruction in literacy skills tailored to individual needs.
Requirements for reading and writing will be drawn from those in level 3 and level 4 courses.  Special attention will be
given to skills tested on and strategies needed for the MCAS exam.  Students are selected to participate in this program
based on standardized test results, teacher recommendations, and academic performance.
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GRADE 10 – WORLD LITERATURE – 5 credits

This course explores major works of literature from various cultures. Students will explore literary works of and about
diverse cultural movements and civilizations including but not limited to  England, Eastern and Western Europe, Asia, and
Africa. Through the study of this literature students will refine skills of reading accuracy, critical thinking, analysis and
interpretation, writing, speaking and listening.

142 LEVEL  2  REQUIREMENTS
Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list:  Things Fall Apart, Achebe; Lord of the Flies,

Golding; To Live, Hua; A Doll’s House, Ibsen; 1984, Orwell; All Quiet on the Western Front,
Remarque; Macbeth or Merchant of Venice, Shakespeare; Frankenstein, Shelley; Balzac and
the Little Chinese Seamstress, Sijie; Maus I & II, Spiegelman; Night, Wiesel; The Language of
Literature (McDougal Littell); selected prose, poetry; a summer reading requirement.

Writing: Four writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
a formal research paper on a teacher-approved topic one term; one exam on required reading
per term that includes a structured writing response.
Language text: Holt Handbook, Fourth Course, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston

143 LEVEL  3   REQUIREMENTS
Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list: Things Fall Apart, Achebe; Lord of the Flies,

Golding; To Live, Hua; A Doll’s House, Ibsen; Animal Farm, Orwell; All Quiet on the Western
Front, Remarque; Macbeth, Shakespeare; Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, Sijie;  Maus
I & II, Spiegelman;  Night, Wiesel; Language of Literature (McDougal Littell); selected prose,
poetry; a summer reading requirement.

Writing: Four writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
a formal research paper on a teacher-approved topic one term; one exam on required reading
per term that includes a structured writing response.
Language text: Holt Handbook, Fourth Course, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston

146 ENGLISH/READING 10 (levels 3, 4)
This class is intended to build upon the English/Reading class offered in grade 9.  The course is strategically designed to
meet the needs of tenth graders who would benefit from a small class setting and the combined efforts of teachers from the
English and Special Education faculties.  The primary aim of this class will be to bolster and expand the reading, writing,
and critical thinking skills of the students through direct instruction in literacy skills tailored to individual needs.  Require-
ments for reading and writing will be drawn from those in level 3 and level 4 courses.  Special attention will be given to
skills tested on and strategies needed for the MCAS exam.  Students will qualify for admission to this program as deter-
mined by several factors including standardized test results, teacher recommendations, and academic performance.

GRADE 11  -  AMERICAN STUDIES – 5 credits
This course takes an interdisciplinary approach to the study of American literature.  Students analyze and interpret works
from a wide spectrum of American literature in order to explore topics such as the American Character, the American
Dream, and American Culture.  Students expand and refine their skills in the areas of reading accuracy, critical thinking,
analysis and interpretation, writing, speaking, and listening.

 152 LEVEL 2  REQUIREMENTS
Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list: The House on Mango Street, Cisneros; Narrative

of a Life of an American Slave, Douglass; The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald; The Scarlet Letter,
Hawthorne; Catcher in the Rye, Salinger;  The Grapes of Wrath, Steinbeck; The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, Twain; Ethan Frome, Wharton; The United States in Literature, (Scott
Foresman); selected American short stories, poems and essays; a summer reading requirement.

Writing: Four writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
one interdisciplinary paper/project/presentation per term; one exam on required reading per
term that includes a structured writing response.
Language text:  English Workshop, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston
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153 LEVEL  3  REQUIREMENTS
Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list: House on Mango Street, Cisneros;  Narrative of

a Life of an American Slave, Douglass; The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald;  The Crucible, Miller;
Catcher in the Rye, Salinger;  The Grapes of Wrath, Steinbeck; The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn, Twain; Ethan Frome, Wharton;  Elements of Literature 2000 (Holt, Rinehart, and Win-
ston); selected American short stories, poems, and essays; a summer reading requirement.

Writing: Four writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
a formal research paper on a teacher-approved topic one term; one exam on required reading
per term that includes a structured writing response.
Language text:  English Workshop, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston

154 LEVEL  4  REQUIREMENTS
Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list: The House on Mango Street, Cisneros; Narrative

of the Life of An American Slave, Douglass; The Crucible, Miller; Catcher in the Rye, Salinger;
The Moon is Down, Steinbeck; The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Twain;  American Litera-
ture for Life and Work (Southwestern); Elements of Literature (Holt, Rinehart);  selected short
stories, plays, and poems; a summer reading requirement.

Writing: Four writing assignments per term, two of which will be thesis essays in response to literature;
a formal research paper on a teacher-approved topic one term; one exam on required reading
per term that includes a structured writing response.
Language text:  English Workshop, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston.

GRADE 12 -  (5 credits)

161  LEVEL  1  REQUIREMENTS - ADVANCED  PLACEMENT  ENGLISH
This college level course is designed for students who are committed to the rigorous study of literature.  Students analyze,
interpret, and evaluate representative works of recognized literary merit from various genres and periods. Students write
focused analyses of language, structure, and theme in various works.

Reading: Titles will be selected from the following list: Introduction to Literature, (Bedford); Waiting for
Godot, Beckett; Wuthering Heights, Bronte; The Awakening, Chopin; Heart of Darkness, Conrad;
Inferno, Dante; Crime and Punishment, Dostoyevsky;  Their Eyes Were Watching God, Hurston;
A Prayer for Owen Meany, Irving; Dubliners, Joyce; Death of a Salesman, Miller; A Bend in the
River, Naipaul; Long Day’s Journey Into Night, O’Neill; Hamlet, Shakespeare; Twelfth Night,
Shakespeare; Ceremony, Silko; Antigone, Sophocles; Oedipus Rex, Sophocles; Mrs. Dalloway,
Woolf; Native Son, Wright; selected contemporary novels, poems, short stories, essays; a sum-
mer reading requirement.

Writing: Ongoing thesis essays in response to literature; critical analysis of various works; instruction in
writing strategies; timed-writing responses to prompts; a variety of teacher-assigned composi-
tions; the college application essay; peer- editing and revising of written work; self-assessment
in writing; individual and cumulative writing portfolios.  The mid-year exam is a three-hour
simulation of the AP Exam.
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165, 166, 167 FILM   STUDIES
Levels 2, 3, 4

This course will provide students with a broad overview of
analytical and critical approaches to studying film.  Through
active viewing and discussion, students will study filmmak-
ing techniques and film genres such as gangster, suspense,
documentary, western, war, and disillusionment.  Although
classroom activities will be drawn from a wide range of sub-
ject matter, the recurring focal point for the course is the
relationship between Hollywood cinema and American cul-
ture.  In addition, students will gain an understanding of vari-
ous film styles and techniques.  There will be related read-
ing as well as critical, creative, and research-based writing
assignments in response to the films.

171, 172, 173    SATIRE, IRONY, AND HUMOR
Levels 2, 3, 4

Satire uses irony, humor and other literary techniques to cre-
ate social or political criticism.  While the tradition of satire
dates back for as long as things have been funny, modern
pop culture is filled with satirical influences, from the po-
litical criticism of The Daily Show to the social criticism in
The Simpsons.  This course will explore both the traditional
influences of satire and modern examples of satire.  Examples
will be drawn from novels, short stories, political cartoons,
television series and film.  Student work will include cre-
ative and critical writing, as well as a major semester project
that will involve creation of an original work of social or
political satire.

193, 194, 195 PLAYWRITING
Levels 2, 3, 4

Students will examine plays from a variety of perspectives.
They will study dialogue, character, plot, and dramatic struc-
ture.  They will read a variety of  plays written in the modern
era.  Students will be asked to write dialogues, short scenes,
and finally a one-act play.

190, 191, 192 MODERN DILEMMAS
Levels 2, 3, 4

What problems challenge our society, and how do we solve
them – or do we?  This class will read a selection of litera-
ture by a variety of authors including Arthur Miller, Tim
O’Brien, Ken Kesey, Alice Walker, Kurt Vonnegut, and Zora
Neale Hurston.  Students will also view a variety of films
including but not limited to The Lost Boys and Platoon.
There will be critical, creative, and research-based writing
assignments in response to the literature and films.

118, 119, 120 THE  IRISH  EXPERIENCE
Levels 2, 3, 4

The Irish culture has experienced much growth and popu-
larity in recent years.  By reading, viewing, and listening to
Irish literature, film, and music, students will gain knowl-
edge about and appreciation of the Irish culture.  Focusing
on 20th century poets, playwrights, filmmakers, and musi-
cians, students will explore the creativity and spirit of Ire-
land.  Students will critically analyze literature, films, and
music as a way of understanding the culture and themselves.
Authors will include Seamus Heaney,  James Joyce, Patrick
Kavanaugh, J.M. Synge, and William Butler Yeats.  Films
will include The Quiet Man, The Commitments, and Michael
Collins.  Music will include contemporary selections and
traditional Irish ballads. There will be critical, creative, and
research-based writing assignments in response to the lit-
erature, films, and music.

196, 197, 198 EXPERIENCING NEW ORLEANS
THROUGH ITS LITERATURE
Levels 2, 3, 4

As one of the most colorful and charismatic cities in our
country, New Orleans is defined by its spicy and vibrant
culture, history, architecture, politics, food, and (most im-
portantly) literary tradition.  This course will uncover the
beauty, mystique, and perpetual lure of New Orleans through
its literature.  Authors will include Tennessee Williams,  John
Kennedy Toole, Robert Olen Butler, William Faulkner,
Louis Armstrong, and Kate Chopin.  There will be critical,
creative, and research-based writing assignments in response
to the literature.

SENIOR SEMINARS

Seniors in levels 2, 3, and 4 will meet their senior English requirement by selecting two semester-long courses.  These
multi-leveled courses are designed as discussion-based investigations into specific topics and are intended to resemble
more closely post-secondary educational experiences.  All courses will  require four writing assignments per term for terms
1, 2, and 3.  Three writing assignments will be required for term 4.  Reading requirements for individual courses may be
found in the course descriptions below.  All seniors participate in an in-class writing workshop to draft their college
application essays or related personal statements for employment purposes. This writing workshop is an academic require-
ment at all levels in the Grade 12 curriculum and is scheduled during Term I.
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ENGLISH  ELECTIVES

The following English courses are open to all interested students.  These course may not be taken in place of the required
four English courses, only in addition to those courses.

183 CREATIVE  WRITING
Semester course  – 2.5 credits

Students will develop their writing skills in personal essays,
short stories, and poetry.  Conducted in a workshop setting,
the course will incorporate short exercises and activities,
including journals, designed to enhance creativity.  Students
will learn to critique their own writing and that of their peers
and to revise drafts of their own work.  They will also create
a final portfolio demonstrating their growth and performance
as writers. This course may be repeated for full credit with
the instructor’s approval.

184 JOURNALISM
Semester course – 2.5 credits

This will be a hands-on course that teaches through practice
the theories and techniques of news reporting.  Focus will
be the editor’s and reporter’s role, headline writing, and basic
language and research skills for the newspaper format.
Activities will include editing and production, design and
layout, photography, and publishing.  Students will work on
the production of Harborlight newspaper throughout the
year.  This course may be repeated for full credit with the
instructor’s approval.

187 SPEECH  COMMUNICATIONS
Semester course – 2.5 credits

This class will encourage students to become effective com-
municators for a variety of purposes.  Topics will include
non-verbal communication, debate, persuasive speaking, and
dramatic interpretations as well as the importance of speech
communication in academic settings and the work place.
The text of famous orators and clips of famous speeches
will be examined and analyzed.  Students in this class should
have an interest in improving and developing their speak-
ing and analytical skills.

175 DRAMA AND THEATER I
Semester course - 2.5 credits

No prior experience in drama is required.  Students concen-
trate on basic acting skills such as diction, voice projection,
movement, and improvisation.  They learn how to analyze
and create scenes and characters.  They study and perform
scenes and monologues drawn from a variety of plays and
perform an original scene.  They also perform a one-act play.

176 DRAMA  AND  THEATER  II Grades 10-12
2.5 credits - Prerequisite:  Drama and Theater I or
permission of the instructor

This course is open to students in grades 10, 11, and 12 who
have completed the Drama and Theater I course or who have
the permission of the instructor.  Students expand their basic
acting skills including diction, voice projection, and move-
ment.  They create characters through improvisation or based
on scripted material.  They analyze and perform scenes and
monologues excerpted from plays representing different cul-
tures, historical periods, and theatrical styles.  In addition,
they write and perform their own scenes, and perform in a
one-act play.  This course may be repeated for full credit
with  the instructor’s approval.

177 TECHNICAL  THEATER
Grades 10-12 - 2.5 credits

This course is open to all students in grades 10, 11, and 12
who have completed Drama and Theater I or who have ob-
tained the permission of the instructor.  The class enables
students who have been introduced to technical theater to
pursue a more advanced course of study.  Through a series
of projects, students expand their skills in various technical
areas:  sets, lighting, sound, costumes, make-up, and stage
management.  Some of the projects will be related to Hing-
ham High School Drama Club productions.  This course may
be repeated for full credit with  the instructor’s approval.
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FAMILY  &  CONSUMER  SCIENCES

All courses in Family & Consumer Sciences emphasize the fundamentals of green living.  Through a broad range of
experiences, the department enables students to develop the attitudes, knowledge, and skills needed for responsible and
effective management of their lives.  Learning these skills empowers students to address change and cope with the chal-
lenges of balancing work, family, commitment to community and self.  They also gain practical assistance in making
appropriate lifestyle choices.  Education in this discipline teaches knowledge and life management skills relating to human
growth and development; personal and family relationships; food science and nutrition; personal and family health and
safety; management of time, money and green energy; textiles and technology; career exploration; consumer awareness
and education.  All courses in this department address Student Learning Expectations 1-7 with an emphasis on  #3) Com-
municates effectively and # 4) Identify, analyze and solve problems.
All courses fulfill Hingham High School’s Fine and Applied Arts graduation requirements

801M FAMILY  &  CONSUMER  SCIENCES  7
Grades 7 -  2 periods

This course introduces students to the world of Family &
Consumer Sciences (formerly Home Economics).  It is the
students’ first exposure to this program and the beginning
course from which all others are derived.  Technology, team-
work, and critical thinking are important parts of this course,
which utilizes an interdisciplinary approach.  Family & Con-
sumer Sciences I includes the following areas:
(1) Nutrition - Students will learn the importance of

good nutrition and personal health by studying the
food pyramid and food labels.

(2) Kitchen Management Skills - Students will learn
to work safely and efficiently in a kitchen setting
while preparing a variety of breakfast foods.

(3) Meal Planning - Students will plan, organize, pre
pare and present a well-balanced breakfast meal
for their group.

(4) Textiles and Technology - Students will learn to
construct basic sewing projects by utilizing the tech
niques of both hand and machine sewing.

802M FAMILY  &  CONSUMER  SCIENCES 8
Grade 8 - 2 periods
Family & Consumer Sciences II is a reinforcement of tech-
niques and principles learned in Family & Consumer Sci-
ences I.  Cooperative learning and critical thinking are im-
portant factors in this interdisciplinary approach to the fol-
lowing areas:
(1) Nutrition – The importance of nutrients and the food

pyramid are reinforced as students learn to make
choices regarding their personal health.

(2) Food Preparation – Students will learn basic food
skills by preparing a variety of luncheon and simple
dinner foods, including soups, salads, sandwiches,
casseroles and desserts.

(3) Textiles and Technology – Students will increase
their knowledge of textiles and construction tech
nology through practical application of a sewing
project.

(4) Child Care and Development – Students will be
introduced to the basics of child care.  Babysitting
responsibilities and rights will be emphasized.

821 FOODS  AND  NUTRITION  I
Grade 9-12 - 2.5 credits

This course introduces students to the basic food elements
and their relationship to optimal health and fitness.  Through
cooperative learning and an interdisciplinary approach, stu-
dents participate in an active learning environment while
learning basic skills related to food preparation.  Students
prepare foods selected from the concepts covered:  the food
pyramid, a healthy diet, fast and healthy mini-meals, break-
fast, snacks, low fat foods, and desserts.  Food science and
technology, labeling, measuring techniques, time manage-
ment, consumerism, food safety, and available career oppor-
tunities will be stressed.  It is a primary aim of this depart-
ment to provide students with opportunities to process new
information, practice appropriate skills, and learn to make
healthy dietary choices for lifelong wellness.

822 FOODS  AND  NUTRITION  II
Grades 10-12 - 2.5 credits
Prereq. - Previous Food Course Work

This course builds on students’ prior food knowledge, skills
and experience, and offers opportunities to gain additional
skills in preparing and serving food.  Students prepare health
conscious foods in an active learning environment where
emphasis is placed on critical thinking and problem solving
skills.  Specific areas of study include meat and poultry, pasta,
rice, fruits, vegetables, pastries, ethnic and special occasion
foods.  Students will learn to identify, use, and evaluate health
information and resources that are current and applicable in
their lives.  They will become educated consumers and prac-
tice making informed and responsible judgments regarding
personal health and fitness.

HIGH SCHOOL
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830 FASHION  FLAIR
Grades 9-12  - 2.5 credits

This course introduces students to the world of fashion and
explores current clothing styles.  Students also analyze fash-
ion trends, elements of design, wardrobe planning, and cloth-
ing care.  Students will receive a hands-on approach to prac-
tical sewing basics by constructing a simple garment.  Addi-
tional projects will require students to bring in appropriate
supplies.  This class is designed for all students who have an
interest in fashion or careers in the fashion world.  This course
may be repeated for full credit with advanced projects as
Fashion Flair II.

831 INTERIOR  DESIGN
Grades 9-12 - 2.5 credits

This course introduces students to the elements involved in
creating an appealing and functional interior environment
(home, office, apartment).  The curriculum provides techni-
cal knowledge, history, theory, and the opportunity to de-
velop design techniques.  Theoretical and practical projects
are assigned to assist students in expressing their unique style
and ideas through drawing, drafting, model making and com-
puter aided design.  Student ideas are strengthened through
study of color, historic styles, furniture design, and creative
problem solving projects.  This course may be repeated for
full credit with  the instructor’s approval.

842 HUMAN DEVELOPMENT and FAMILY
LIFE
Grades 11&12 - 2.5 credits

This course focuses on issues of the family life-cycle, ado-
lescence, sexually-transmitted diseases, pregnancy, birth, and
the development of the child through age two.  Emphasis
will be on developing sound parenting skills for lifelong
learning.  Included are many contemporary issues that con-
cern the adolescent of the new century.  Students are pro-
vided with forthright information concerning their physical
health and well being.  The course aims to improve family
life, advocate positive health practices, and help students
make positive choices.

844 CHILD   DEVELOPMENT   I
Grades 11&12 - 2.5 credits

Physical, social, emotional, and mental development of the
child from conception to age 4 is the subject matter of this
course.  Emphasis is placed on working with children to pro-
mote each type of development, with consideration given to
safety, selection and preparation of play materials, influences
of media, and relationships with other people.  A nursery
school program of ten to twelve weeks will be included.

845 CHILD  DEVELOPMENT   II
Prereq. Child Development I
Grade 12 - 2.5 credits

This is an advanced course in the physical, social, and emo-
tional development of the child from ages 4-6 years.  Em-
phasis is placed on the development and understanding of
varied techniques of early childhood education with a focus
on intellectual and social growth.  Students will plan and ex-
ecute activities and projects to be used in their nursery school
experience.  Additional study topics include special needs
children, adoption, and child abuse.

815 GLOBAL FOODS
Grades 11&12 - 2.5 credits
Prereq. - one prior foods course

This course is designed for those students who have had con-
siderable background in foods work - in the classroom and/
or in food-related businesses.  Students will gain practical
experiences in the preparation of yeast breads, meats, sauces,
and full-course meals.  Food fads, diets, and diseases relat-
ing to nutrition will be investigated.  Opportunities for study
in marketing, government regulations of food products and
food labeling, quantity food preparation, and experimental
foods work will be available.  Finally, students will explore
career opportunities in food-related industries and businesses.
This course may be repeated for full credit with  the
instructor’s approval.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE

In the elementary schools Spanish is taught in grades one through five.  In the middle school students can select either
French or Spanish.  Hingham High offers courses in Chinese, French, Latin, and Spanish.  The foreign language program
adheres to the principles as defined in the Massachusetts Foreign Languages Curriculum Framework that “sets the expec-
tation that all students will become proficient in at least one language in addition to English by the time they graduate from
high school...It is recommended that students begin their language studies in the elementary grades and continue to study
one or more languages throughout middle and high school.”  There is a minimum requirement of two years of foreign
language study for Massachusetts state colleges, and most competitive liberal arts colleges and universities look for three
or more years of study in the same foreign language.  Therefore, we advise students to elect the same foreign language for
the longest possible sequence that their ability allows.  For the serious language student, the department recommends the
election of a second foreign language.
All courses in the foreign language department address all HHS Expectations for Student Learning.

Goals and Objectives
In addition to attaining proficiency in at least one language other that English, the goal of the Foreign Language program
is that all students become life-long learners. They should be equipped linguistically and culturally to function as citizens
in a pluralistic society and of the global community in which they now live.  All modern foreign language courses are
conducted in the target language. They develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing along with an appre-
ciation and understanding of a culture different from their own.  In Latin the goal is for students to be able to read,
understand, and interpret passages written by ancient authors, as well as recognize and reproduce spoken Latin excerpts.
To supplement the language program there are active foreign language clubs, cultural trips and excursions.  Foreign lan-
guage videos, newspapers, magazines, food, music, etc. are integrated into daily classroom activities.

Graduation Requirement
In order to graduate, all students must successully complete two years of the same foreign language.  Only credits earned in
grades 9-12 may be applied to this and all graduation requirements.  Students who successfully complete the foreign
language program in the middle school will graduate from high school with a minimum of three years and have the oppor-
tunity to elect the same language course for five years. Students who begin the study of a foreign language in the ninth
grade will graduate from high school with a minimum of two years and have the opportunity to elect the same language
course for four years.

Assessment
Students must demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the language and culture studied. This is achieved through
traditional and performance-based assessments. Students who select a modern foreign language will be assessed on their
ability to speak, read, write and understand the chosen language and its culture. While occasionally English may be neces-
sary for grammatical explanations, Chinese, French or Spanish is the language of instruction. Students are required to
speak the target language in the classroom. Students selecting Latin will be assessed on their ability to read and understand
the language and demonstrate an appreciation of the culture of ancient Rome. The study of a foreign language is a progres-
sive skill. The responsibility for attaining proficiency ultimately lies with the student. In order to achieve success, students
must dedicate a minimum of one-half hour per night completing assignments and reviewing.

Language Laboratory
The language lab is an integral component in the process of second language acquisition. It provides students with instruc-
tional technology, diverse assessments, and an integrated curriculum. The language lab offers students of a modern foreign
language the unique opportunity to listen to and imitate native speakers from a variety of countries in which the target
language is spoken.   Students of both classical and modern languages are able to access the Internet, supplement the text
with interactive programs on history and culture, and review vocabulary and grammatical structures on an individual basis.
Every student is assigned to the lab one day of a seven-day cycle. The lab will be available during studies or after school for
independent research, make-up of missed assignments, or review.

Course Prerequisites
To be recommended for an A.P. course, A- in a level 2 course and teacher recommendation is required.   A- in a level 3
course and teacher recommendation is required to be recommended for a level 2 course.  A final average of B- is needed
to continue in a level 2 course.  To continue in a level 3 course, a final average of C- is required.
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307M FRENCH 7- IA
The fundamental skills of listening, speaking, and an ap-
preciation of cultural differences are reinforced along with
the skills of reading and writing. Students are immersed
in authentic communicative activities. Extensive ancil-
lary materials are used including videos, CD-ROMs, au-
diocassettes, transparencies, games, songs, etc. Students
are active participants through paired and group activi-
ties. This course covers all material included in the first
half of the French I program.  Students are required to
achieve a C- grade at the end of the year to progress to
French IB in grade 8.

308M FRENCH 8 - IB, level 3
This course is a continuation of Level 1A. Students build
upon the skills of listening, speaking, reading, writing
and cultural understanding previously achieved. Language
skills become more accurate, refined and complex.  An-
cillary materials include videos, CDs, transparencies,
games, songs, Internet activities, etc.  Students who suc-
cessfully complete this course fulfill the requirements of
the French I program and are ready to continue with
French II at Hingham High School.

304M FRENCH 8 - IB, level 2
With a more rigorous curriculum that is taught at a faster
pace, this course is designed for the advanced student.
Students must be willing to devote the necessary time
and effort required of an honors program.  Students build
upon previously acquired skills and learn more complex
grammatical structures.  Students also read authentic lit-
erature in the target language.  Ancillary materials include
videos, CDs, transparencies, games, songs, Internet ac-
tivities, etc.  Students who maintain a B-average will con-
tinue with French II Honors.

310 FRENCH I
Level 2, 3 - 5 credits

This introductory course develops the four fundamental
skills necessary for a foundation in foreign language learn-
ing. Speaking, listening, reading, and writing are empha-
sized throughout the year. The text is enriched with video
and audio materials that focus on listening and speaking.
Exposed to various aspects of the French speaking world,
students are able to compare and contrast different cul-
tures.

311 FRENCH II
Level 2 - 5 credits

This course will continue to develop the four skills, building
on the foundation acquired in French I.  Emphasis is placed on
the communication skills, focusing on producing and interpret-
ing oral and written communication. Students will be expected
to communicate clearly in writing, in an appropriate and accu-
rate manner. Culturally authentic readings and videos will in-
crease students’ global awareness and serve as a basis for dis-
cussion. Role-playing and other communicative activities will
enable students to practice the target language in a variety of
situations. This course is for students who have the ability and
motivation to progress at a faster pace and are willing to de-
vote more time to study.

312 FRENCH II
Level 3 - 5 credits

This course begins with a fundamental review of the material
covered in French I and then moves into activities to develop
an acceptable degree of proficiency in each of the five skill
areas: listening, reading, writing, speaking, and cultural under-
standing. Language within the realm of the contemporary
French-speaking world and its various cultures are explored.

313 FRENCH III
Level 2 - 5 credits

Intensive development of vocabulary, reading of poetry and
short stories by native writers, and an emphasis on speaking
and writing in more grammatically and idiomatically complex
structures are stressed in this course. Students are exposed to
French and francophone culture through art, music, films, and
the Internet. Creativity, a willingness to use the target language
exclusively, and a willingness to work independently are es-
sential components for success. This course is a preparation
for French 4 honors or AP French.

314 FRENCH III
Level 3 - 5 credits

This course refines the skills acquired in previous courses and
emphasizes communication in French.  Grammatical structures
previously learned are reinforced, and more complex structures
and expressions are introduced. Intermediate reading texts,
simple poetry, short stories, Internet materials, films, and other
authentic realia refine the students’ reading ability. Linguistic
skills are strengthened through spoken and written activities.
Various projects connect the language with the students’ daily
life.

FRENCH

Note:  There may be occasions where two levels of a language will be taught in the same class due to low enrollment in
either level. Where this occurs, the level 2 students will be required to produce more in both quantity and quality and will
be graded according to level.

Elementary and Middle School Foreign Language Program
Students in grades one through five receive foreign language instruction in Spanish once in a six-day cycle.  Grade six
students meet twice in a four-day cycle.  In the seventh and eighth grades foreign language is a required course and classes
meet daily.
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308 Advanced FRENCH LITERATURE
Leve1 2 - 5 credits

This course is for juniors who wish to take the AP French
Language exam in May of their senior year. Following the
curriculum developed for the former AP French Literature
exam, this course offers an in-depth study of French litera-
ture written by a variety of Francophone authors from the
Middle Ages to the present as well as an introduction to
French literary criticism.  Students are expected to partici-
pate in class discussions, write essays, and give oral presen-
tations in French.   Students are required to take the course
AP French Language in their senior year and to take the AP
Language exam in May of their senior year.

320 A.P. FRENCH LANGUAGE

Level 1 - 5 credits
This course is designed for seniors who wish to take the AP
French Language Exam in May.  As set forth by the College
Board, the overall goal of the course is to prepare students
to perform at a high level of proficiency in the four basic
language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  The
students’ proficiency level is both comfortable and flexible.
Extensive written and independent oral production is ex-
pected.  The course thus challenges able students while pro-
viding them a means of obtaining college credit/or place-
ment.  Students are required to take the French Language
Advanced Placement Examination.

315 FRENCH IV
Level 2 - 5 credits

This course prepares students for French A.P. or French 5
honors.  Vocabulary acquisition is vigorously pursued along
with a reinforcement of the finer points of grammar. The
ability to use the target language in class discussions is es-
sential.  The Internet is used to research topics that relate to
the students’ daily lives and the culture, art, history, and lit-
erature of France and the francophone world.  Readings in-
clude novels, short stories, poetry, and plays of representa-
tive French authors.

316 FRENCH   IV
Level 3 - 5 credits

 The course focuses on the acquisition of everyday vocabu-
lary and emphasizes the ability to work in groups using the
target language.  From the readings provided, students will
be able to recognize and incorporate formal and informal
expressions along with more complex grammatical struc-
tures.  Oral presentations give students the opportunity to
gain poise and demonstrate proficiency in speaking the tar-
get language.  Students write about topics that they research
or prepare incorporating more advanced idiomatic expres-
sions.  The goal is to connect the language to the students’
lives.

317 FRENCH V
Level 2 - 5 credits

Reading comprehension, speaking, and writing are empha-
sized in this course. Grammar points will be reinforced on
as needed basis.  Idiomatic expressions and topic-specific
vocabulary will be stressed.  French culture will be studied
through selections covering several centuries of French lit-
erature, as well as through contemporary readings and the
use of the Internet. Communication skills will be refined in
daily conversations and discussions.  French songs and
French films are used as cultural teaching tools. Students
will make connections within their community and with other
French-speaking communities through the use of readings
and the Internet.

318 FRENCH V
Level 3 - 5 credits

This course is for students who are able to demonstrate con-
sistently an intermediate level of proficiency in the five skills
of listening, speaking, reading, writing and an understand-
ing and appreciation of the Francophone culture.  Class dis-
cussion, writing and reading comprehension are emphasized
in this course.  Students will be expected to interpret both
written and spoken French   Selections of novels, short sto-
ries, fables, and poetry are used to develop this skill.
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SPANISH

320M SPANISH 7 - IA
The fundamental skills of listening, speaking and cultural
understanding are reinforced along with the skills of read-
ing and writing. From the beginning, students will be im-
mersed in authentic communicative tasks and activities. This
will be accomplished through skill-building activities and
proficiency-based testing. Extensive ancillary materials are
used including videos, CD-ROMs, the Internet, transparen-
cies, games, songs, etc. Students become active participants
in every lesson through paired and group activities. This
course covers all material included in the first half of Span-
ish I.  Students are required to achieve a C- grade at the end
of the year to progress to Spanish IB in grade 8.

321M SPANISH 8 - 1B, level 3
This course is a continuation of Level 1A.  Students build
upon the previous skills achieved in the areas of listening,
speaking, reading, writing, and cultural understanding. Their
language will become more accurate, refined, and complex.
Students who successfully complete this course with a C-
average or better fulfill the requirements of a Spanish I pro-
gram and are ready to continue with Spanish II at Hingham
High School.

337M SPANISH 8 - IB, level 2
With a more rigorous curriculum that is taught at a faster
pace, this course is designed for the advanced student.  Stu-
dents must be willing to devote the necessary time and ef-
fort required of an honors program.  Students build upon
previous acquired skills and learn more complex grammati-
cal structures.  Extensive ancillary materials are used in-
cluding videos, DVDs, CDs, games, etc.  Students also use
a reader in addition to the textbook.  Students who maintain
a B-average will continue with Spanish II Honors.

324 SPANISH I A
327 SPANISH I B
Level 4 - 5 credits each
This is a two-year sequence designed for students who would
benefit from a carefully controlled introduction to Spanish.
The complete Spanish I curriculum will be covered over a
two-year period.  Spanish IA covers the first half of the Span-
ish I curriculum.  The second half will be covered the fol-
lowing year in course, Spanish IB.  The fundamental skills
of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and cultural appre-
ciation are introduced and reinforced.

323 SPANISH I
Level 2, 3 - 5 credits

This course is specifically tailored to build the students’
speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills in Spanish.
The text integrates technology supplements used in the lan-
guage lab to enhance their proficiency.  Included is a video
program that focuses on the values and culture of Latin

America.  In addition, there is a super site through which
students can access on-line activities that include interac-
tive flash cards, games, short self-assessments, homework,
and more.

325 SPANISH II
Level 2 - 5 credits

This course will continue to develop the four skills, build-
ing on the foundation acquired in Spanish I.  Emphasis is
placed on the communication skills, focusing on producing
and interpreting oral and written communication. Students
will be expected to communicate clearly in writing, in an
appropriate and accurate manner. Culturally authentic read-
ings and videos will increase students’ global awareness and
serve as a basis for discussion. Role-playing and other com-
municative activities will enable students to practice the tar-
get language in a variety of situations. This course is for
students who have the ability and motivation to progress at
a faster pace and are willing to devote more time to study.

326 SPANISH II
Level 3 - 5 credits

This course begins with a fundamental review of the mate-
rial from Spanish I and then moves into activities to im-
prove proficiency in each of the five skill areas: listening,
reading, writing, speaking and culture. Emphasis is placed
on communicative skills, building on previous knowledge
and working to advance proficiency in oral, written, and in-
terpretive communication.  Authentic realia and readings are
included as a means of teaching culture. Students’ active
participation in the target language is stressed.

328 SPANISH III
Level 2 - 5 credits

This course is designed for the honors student who has suc-
cessfully completed the required standards of Spanish 2
honors. Students will continue to develop their proficiency
in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and cultural under-
standing, emphasizing higher order thinking skills. The
course is aligned with the Massachusetts Frameworks and
promotes the learning of Spanish in order to be able to com-
municate with native speakers and to understand their cul-
tures. Creativity, a willingness to use the target language
exclusively, and a willingness to work independently are
essential components to achieve success in this course. Ex-
tensive ancillary materials that reinforce a multi-sensory
approach support student learning.

329 SPANISH III
Level 3 - 5 credits

Continuing the use of DVD’s, audiocassettes, CD-ROMs,
videos, etc. to enhance listening and speaking skills, this
course intensifies reading and writing skills. Intermediate
reading texts, short stories, simple poetry, Internet materi-
als; films, newspaper articles, etc. refine the students’ read-
ing ability.  Students refine their writing skills in target lan-
guage, working to improve grammatical accuracy and vo-
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tained through the target language.

330 SPANISH IV
Level 2 - 5 credits

This course is an intermediate-level program designed for
the student who will continue language at the AP or Spanish
5 honors level.  There is a comprehensive review of gram-
mar and thematic vocabulary.  The course will enable stu-
dents to become proficient users of the target language.  Stu-
dents will refine their reading and writing skills through an
extensive use of authentic short stories, poetry, and newspa-
per articles and commentary.  Students are required to ana-
lyze and comment on this literature on an advanced level.
Cultural exploration of the Spanish-speaking world is
achieved through discussions and comparisons of attitudes,
values, beliefs, and behaviors.  Students in this class must
show a desire to progress at a faster pace and be willing to
devote more time to the study of Spanish.

331 SPANISH IV
Level 3 - 5 credits

This course is designed to be linguistically challenging and
to further develop reading and writing skills.  By using the-
matic vocabulary and situational themes, students develop a
higher level of communication. Students continue to refine
their knowledge of grammar.  Incorporated into the program
is a study of representative Spanish and Latin American art-
ists and writers.  Cultural exploration of the Spanish-speak-
ing world is achieved through discussions and comparisons
of attitudes, values, belief, and behaviors.  A willingness to
use the target language in class discussions and the ability to
work independently are essential for success.

332 SPANISH V
Leve1 2 - 5 credits

The course is thematic in nature and gives students an op-
portunity to discuss relevant contemporary issues.  Students
will make connections and comparisons, both orally and in
writing, through films and literature to demonstrate their
understanding of the similarities and differences we share
with Hispanic community. Students will participate in paired
and group activities to provide, obtain, debate, or exchange
information and opinions. They are expected to be able to
interpret written and spoken Spanish on a level of proficiency
of an advanced honors student.

333 SPANISH V
Level 3 - 5 credits

This course is for students who are able to demonstrate an
intermediate level of proficiency consistently in the four skills
of listening speaking, reading, and writing. Students will
engage in paired, group, and debate activities to provide,
obtain, or exchange information and opinions. Films and
college-level texts are used to introduce students to Spanish
and Latin American literature and contemporary issues. Stu-

dents will be expected to interpret both the written and spo-
ken language consistent with an intermediate level student.

334 A. P. SPANISH LITERATURE
Level 1 - 5 credits

This course is for juniors who wish to take both the AP Span-
ish Literature and the AP Spanish Language exams in May
of their senior year.  It is therefore, a two-year commitment.
The course offers an in-depth study of Spanish literature
written by a variety of authors required by the College Board.
Students are expected to participate in class discussions, write
essays, and give oral presentations in Spanish.  The course
challenges able students while providing them a means of
obtaining college credit/or placement.  Students are required
to take the AP examinations.

335 A.P. SPANISH LANGUAGE
Level 1 – 5 credits

This course is designed for seniors who wish to take the AP
Spanish Language Exam in May.  The overall goal of the
course, as set forth by the College Board, is to prepare stu-
dents to perform at a high level of proficiency in the four
basic language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writ-
ing.  The students’ proficiency level is both comfortable and
flexible.  While not yet perfect in accuracy, the sophistica-
tion of their speech is noticeable greater.  Extensive written
and independent oral production is expected.  The course
thus challenges able students while providing them a means
of obtaining college credit/or placement.  Students are re-
quired to take the Spanish Language Advanced Placement
Examination.

LATIN

341 LATIN I
Level 2, 3 - 5 credits

The fundamentals of Latin grammar and syntax are presented
along with a basic working vocabulary. Proper techniques
of translation are introduced through sentences and short
readings about the history/culture of classic civilizations.
Considerable time is devoted to recognition and understand-
ing English derivatives.

342,343 LATIN II
Level 2, 3 - 5 credits

A comprehensive review of Latin I is undertaken and some
more complex points are expanded upon. Lengthy readings
in mythology and Roman history are used as transitional
exercises before being introduced to the works of Livy and
the Legend of the Golden Fleece.

344, 345 LATIN III
Level 2, 3 - 5 credits

This course focuses on different genres of Roman literature,
such as comedy, history, oratory, the ancient novel and po-
etry.  Students review grammar and syntax as it appears in

cabulary-building.  Communication in the classroom is main-
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the context of the literature.  Roman culture is studied as it
is revealed through the voices of the ancient authors, such
as Plautus, Cicero, Sallust, Martial, Pliny, Catullus, and Ovid.
Through individual and group projects, students explore
daily life during the time period of each of these authors.

346,347 LATIN IV
 Level 2, 3 - 5 credits

Vergil’s masterpiece, the Aeneid, is the focus of study.  As
well as providing opportunities to study aspects of Roman
politics in the Augustan Age, review classical mythology,
and survey Roman culture and important events in Roman
history, the Aeneid is also used a basis for comparison with
modern European epic literature.  Selections from Horace,
Ovid, and Petronius may also be presented.

349 A. P. LATIN
Level 1 - 5 credits

The objective of this course is to master reading, translat-
ing, understanding, analyzing, and interpreting Latin in the
original text.  Students are expected to be able to accurately
translate into English the poetry or prose they are reading
and to demonstrate an understanding of grammatical struc-
tures and vocabulary.  Since an appreciation of Latin litera-
ture requires an understanding of the literary techniques of
Latin writers and of poetic meters when appropriate, stylis-
tic analysis is an integral component of the advanced work
in this course.  An A- average in Latin III is a prerequisite
for this course.  Students are required to take the A.P. Latin
Literature and pay the required fee.

CHINESE

350,352 CHINESE I
Level 2, 3 - 5 credits

This course focuses on handling everyday situations in both
the written and spoken language.  Students will learn Pinyin
(the official phonetic system), both simplified and traditional
character formation, simple sentence structures, and pronun-

ciation and tones.  By the end of the course, students will
have learned approximately 300 characters and will be able
to engage in simple conversations.  The course will be supple-
mented by an introduction to Chinese history and culture
through a variety of activities including films, calligraphy
workshops, and special presentations.

351,353 CHINESE II
Level 2, 3 - 5 credits

This course reinforces and expands the curriculum devel-
oped in Chinese I.  Character writing and accuracy in pro-
nunciation are emphasized.  Real world materials (e.g., ad-
vertisements, signs, newspapers, etc) are introduced during
the second half of the course.  Chinese culture, history will
be integral to the course curriculum.

354,355 CHINESE III
Level 2, 3 - 5 credits

This course continues to reinforce and enhance communi-
cation skills to improve proficiency.  Students engage in
conversation, express opinions, and interpret written and
spoken language.  They learn more complex sentence pat-
terns and grammatical structures.  Chinese idioms and clas-
sic poems are introduced through interactive activities.  Stu-
dents examine the cultural contributions of China and dis-
cuss current cultural, political, and economic topics of in-
terest.

358,359 CHINESE IV
Level 2, 3 - 5 credits

This course continues to reinforce and enhance communi-
cation skills to improve proficiency.  Students engage in con-
versation, express opinions, and interpret written and spo-
ken language, with a particular emphasis on interpretation
of authentic materials and conversation in real-life situations.
They learn more complex sentence patterns and grammati-
cal structures.  Students examine the cultural contributions
of China and discuss current cultural, political, and economic
topics of interest.  Interested students will be given the op-
tion to take the Chinese AP exam.
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INDUSTRIAL  TECHNOLOGY

Working within the framework and aims of general education, Industrial Technology develops an appreciation of a variety of
tools and materials and processes.  Consumer values and leisure time pursuits are brought to the attention of students as they
are soon to be active citizens, wage earners, and purchasers of the products of industry.  All Industrial Technology courses
are open to both girls and boys.  By exposure to experiences designed to explore various trade, management, and entrepre-
neurial experiences, academically-oriented students have the opportunity to elect Industrial Technology courses which will
be of value to them in their college careers.  Courses in technical drawing should appeal to those interested in engineering
and architecture; students interested in business education, journalism, and fine arts should select courses in graphic commu-
nications.  All courses in this department address Student Learning Expectations 4, 5, 6, and 7.

701M WOOD  TECHNOLOGY - Grade 7 - 2 periods
This exploratory course provides the student with a basic
introduction to woodworking using a variety of hands-on ac-
tivities.  The student will develop the necessary skills to use
a variety of hand and power tools safely.  Creativity is en-
couraged through the design and construction of various
projects including individual, mass production and problem-
solving activities.

702M TECHNOLOGY  EDUCATION
Grade 8 - 2 periods

Technology Education in the eighth grade is designed to in-
troduce the student to the social, cultural, and environmen-
tal aspects of different technologies.  These include, but are
not limited to, aerodynamics rocketry and flight, structural
design, graphic arts, communications, research and devel-
opment.  The student will further develop the necessary skills
to use a variety of hand and power tools safely.

722 TECHNOLOGY  EDUCATION   I
Grades 9-12 - 2.5 credits

In this course, students rotate through the three areas:   me-
chanical drawing, woodworking technology, and small gas
engines.
Mechanical drawing is integrated with woodworking.  Stu-
dents learn the proper use of standard equipment and how to
draw one, two and three view drawings.  Some pictorials are
introduced.  Organization, neatness, and clarity are stressed
as well as accuracy in all work.
In woodworking technology, students are exposed to the
fundamental process of woodworking.  Emphasis is placed
on the safety rules pertaining to knowledge of parts and op-
eration of the jointer, surface planer, band saw, and circular
saw.  Students are involved with a take-home project.
In the tranportation segment students will study the small
four-stroke-cycle gasoline engine commonly found on lawn
mowers.  Emphasis will be on developing an understanding
of related theories, proper engine operation and maintenance,
safe working habits, and consumer awareness.  Through the
safe use of shop tools and the design process, students will
construct a transport vehicle.  This activity is designed to
provide open-ended problem solving.  Students will explore
Newton’s Law of Motion, electric circuits, air pressure,
weight distribution, power, and aerodynamics.

729 CONSUMER  AUTOMOTIVES
Grades 11-12 - 2.5 credits

This introductory course is for girls and boys who have had
no prior experience in technical areas and is designed to re-
duce the “mystery” surrounding basic automobile mainte-
nance and repair.  Emphasis will be placed on preventive
maintenance, use of the owner’s manual for the vehicle, ba-
sic service, replacement of parts which may be done at home,
and vehicle inspection and evaluation.  Students will gain
skill on a computer-operated system designed for cost repair
estimates, troubleshooting, and maintenance.  This course
may not be taken after the completion of or currently with
Power Technology I.

731 WOODWORKING  TECHNOLOGY  I
Grades 9-12  - 2.5 credits

This course provides the student with an introduction to
woodworking using a variety of hands-on activities.  The
students will develop the necessary skills to use a variety of
hand and power tools safely.  Then they will advance to a
class structure project.  Creativity is encouraged through the
design and construction of various projects including indi-
vidual, mass production and problem solving activities.

732 POWER  TECHNOLOGY  I
Grades 11-12  - 5 credits

This is a direct entry course open to 11th and 12th grade
boys and girls.  Working in small groups or individually, stu-
dents will study the theory of operation and basic mainte-
nance of the car.  Emphasis will be on the current four-stroke-
cycle gasoline engine and its lubrication, cooling, and elec-
trical systems.  Also included will be basic service facility
procedures such as vehicle inspection, tire changing and ser-
vice, vehicle evaluation, and the use of various related repair
manuals.  Career opportunities will be examined as each area
is covered.  Students will be introduced to the computer op-
erated diagnostic system for the purpose of auto repair and
maintenance.
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733 WOODWORKING  TECHNOLOGY  II
Grades 10-12  (2.5 credits)

In this course, an entire semester is devoted to student-se-
lected projects of major proportions.  The students may
choose to pursue areas previously experienced such as furni-
ture making, household accessories, sports equipment, etc.,
or explore completely new areas such as wood carving, lami-
nating wood and plastics, advanced wood finishing proce-
dures, boat building, pattern making, upholstering, or the
study of lumber, its products, and related materials.  This
course may be repeated for full credit with  instructor’s ap-
proval.

743 POWER   TECHNOLOGY  II
Grade 12 (5 credits)

Power Technology will continue with the theory and repair
of the automobile begun in Power Technology I.  Studies
will include, but not be limited to, electronic diagnosis and
tune-up procedures using the oscilloscope and exhaust gas
analyzer, operation and maintenance of the pollution control
system, the fuel system, the steering and suspension system,
the charging system, and the starting system.  Future school-
ing and/or employment possibilities will be explored through-
out the course.  Students will continue to develop their com-
puter-assisted diagnosis of auto repair and maintenance.

Technical Drawing I, II, and III are recommended
for students interested in engineering

751 TECHNICAL  DRAWING I
Grades 9-12  - 2.5 credits

This course involves mechanical and architectural drawing.
Mechanical drawing will explore geometry in drafting, line
technique, dimensioning, and pictorial drawings that include
orthographic projections.  Architectural drawing will include
kitchen bath design and residential floor planning.  Students
will use paper and pencil and computer assisted design
(CAD) for their drawings.

752 TECHNICAL  DRAWING II
Grades 10-12 - 2.5 credits

This course involves mechanical and architectural drawing.
Mechanical drawing will include sectional  views, hidden
views, and shop drawings.  Students will explore the design
process, and use problem solving and engineering tech-
niques.  Architectural drawing will include drawing a full
set of house plans (2000 sq. ft.) per scale.  Students will
design door, window, and electrical schedules.  Plot plans
with utilities will be explored.  Most of the drawings will be
done on CAD.

753 TECHNICAL  DRAWING  III
Grades 11-12  (2.5 credits)

This advanced course involves mechanical and architectural
drawing.  Mechanical drawing will explore advanced
geometry, threads, fasteners, and perspective drawings.
Architectural drawing will involve residential floor planning
along with plot planning and housing development.  Light
commercial building will be explored.  Most of the drawings
will be done on CAD.

781 GRAPHIC  ARTS  I
Grades 9-12 (2.5 credits)

This course will serve as a one-semester introduction to ar-
eas of graphic arts including graphic design, photography,
and screen-printing.  Through hands-on experience, students
will learn the basic skills used in the preparation and pro-
duction of simplified printed items.

782 GRAPHIC  ARTS  II -Photography
Grades 10-12  - 2.5 credits
PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of
Graphic Arts I.

This semester-long course will allow students to further de-
velop what was learned in Graphic Arts I in the area of black
and white photography.  Students will fine-tune their dark-
room skills while furthering explorations in the study of per-
sonal expression and development of creative style.  This
course will take students beyond the basic principles of black
and white photography and introduce them to new ideas and
photographic information to further enhance and refine their
photographic skills.

784 GRAPHIC  ARTS  II - Graphic Design
Grades 10-12   - 2.5 credits
PREREQUISITE:  Successful completion of
Graphic Arts I.

This semester-long course will allow students to further de-
velop what was learned in Graphic Arts I in the areas of
graphic design and screen-printing.  Students will strengthen
the skills that lead to conceptual design solutions.  The fo-
cus will be on the thought process behind good design and
on problem solving in a “real world” context.  Adobe Illus-
trator and Adobe Photoshop will be used as primary tools in
completing a variety of design challenges.

783 GRAPHIC  ARTS  III
Grades 11&12  -  5 credits
PREREQUISITE:  B+ average in both Graphics Arts II
Photography and Graphics Design or permission from
the instructor and Department Chairperson approval

This yearlong course will allow the serious graphics student
to work independently in photography and graphic design.
Students will act as freelance designers, working on a range
of school-related promotional posters, tickets, and other
items.  Students will be expected to use their expertise to act
as teaching assistants and will serve as instructional aides
under teacher supervision.  All independent work will be
subject to teacher check-ins and weekly critiques.



31

LIBRARY MEDIA

The Library Media Center is the resource center of the school.  It provides students and teachers with a diverse collection of
print, non-print, and electronic resources that support and enhance the curriculum.  The Library Media Center also provides
the facilities and equipment for the duplication and reproduction of print materials, video and audio tapes, overheads and
slides.  It also has a television studio and control room from which school announcements, events, and educational programs
are produced and broadcast over local school television or cable.
In the courses in television production, students receive instruction in video composition, camera operation, and video
editing.  They are also introduced to all aspects of the TV studio production from production roles to techniques in lighting,
sound, graphics and video mixing. Students also learn how to do linear and non-linear video editing. Students are expected
to work in small groups on a variety of video projects from promos to highlight and creative films to documentaries.
Students also explore and learn about careers in television broadcasting and journalism.
All courses in this department address Student Learning Expectations 3 and 4.

OBJECTIVES
The courses in television production, broadcasting, and video editing will encompass the following:
1. To teach students the basics of camera operation, video editing, lighting, sound, and video mixing and produc

tion.
2. To explore and analyze the different techniques and approaches used in commercial television and films.
3. To learn how to operate and use each piece of equipment in the television studio.
4. To learn how to perform various roles involved in producing a television show or news broadcast - i.e. camera

person, sound engineer, and video editor.
5. To utilize their knowledge in video editing and production to assist teachers  and students with their video

projects.
6. To video tape school events and edit them into news pieces.
7. To learn how to create and maintain the school bulletin board.
8. To develop an awareness of the career opportunities available in the media, television, and film industries.

791 CONSTRUCTION   TECHNOLOGY
Grades 10-12 - 15 credits

A student selecting this program will spend one half of the
school day at an off-campus site in a supervised work/train-
ing experience.  During the second half of the school day, the
student will schedule a minimum of three classes at Hing-
ham High School.  Construction Technology will provide an
opportunity to explore a wide range of construction skills in
trades such as architectural design, carpentry, electricity,
welding, sheetmetal fabrication, machine shop, interior de-
sign, and decorating.  Hands-on experiences will be offered,
and students will assist in the renovation of structures and
other construction projects.

049M INTRO   TO  TELEVISION   PRODUCTION
Grade 8 - 2 periods

This course will provide instruction in the use of the middle
school television studio and editing equipment.  Areas stud-
ied include camcorder operation, proper lighting and audio
recording, special effects, graphic titling, and audio/video
editing.  After becoming familiar with the various aspects of
production and editing, students can put their skills to use for
individual projects.

097 TELEVISION   PRODUCTION  I
Grades 10-11  - 2.5 credits

This course will provide instruction in the basics of video
production.  It will also introduce students to the TV
Studio, instructing them in how to operate the equipment
and produce a TV news program. Students will utilize this
knowledge to videotape and edit programs for teachers,
class assignments, or school television.

681 COOPERATIVE   WORK  EXPERIENCE
683 Grade 11&12  - 10 or 15 credits

Prerequisite - Departmental and Counselor
approval

This program, designed for students who would like to work
during junior/senior year, allows students to attend school
in the morning and work in a related business in the after-
noon/evening.  Students must receive departmental approval
and school counselor approval.   Students must comply with
all program guidelines and act in a responsible manner to
succeed in this program.
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MATHEMATICS

The secondary mathematics curriculum in Hingham is designed to fulfill the following general objectives, in addition to
meeting graduation requirements.  The objectives are to help students to

• Prepare for future formal study in mathematics and related fields.
• Acquire the mathematical skills, reasoning ability, and practical knowledge needed to identify, analyze, and

solve problems in the world of work, in daily life, and for success on the MCAS
• Develop an appreciation for the role of mathematics in business and in our ever-changing global scientific and

technological society
• Learn and apply mathematics skills and strategies in authentic problem solving situations and to effectively

communicate those applications analytically, numerically, graphically, and verbally.
Whether or not the above objectives are achieved depends upon several factors, the most important of which is how well the
students apply themselves.

All courses in the mathematics department address all HHS Expectations for Student Learning.  Specific ways in which the
expectations are addressed are listed in the curriculum guides for each course.  Copies of these curriculum guides are
available from the department director.

There are several typical sequences of courses that students can follow.  These courses are listed with suggested grade level.
However, each course is open to any student who has completed the prerequisite(s) for that course.  In most instances a
recommended prerequisite is listed.  The underlined prerequisites such as those listed for Algebra II and Pre-Calculus are
required ones.  Students must be able to demonstrate their preparedness for these courses.  Students may move out of
sequence from one year to the next.

096 SENIOR VIDEO
Prereq. – TV Production II
Grade 12  - 2.5 credits

This course is for those seniors who want to use their
video production skills to help produce the Senior Video
Yearbook. They will be involved in planning, filming and
editing video segments for the final senior video.

This course will build on the basics learned in TV Produc-
tion I by requiring students to utilize their video production
skills to plan, write, and produce video news segments, in-
terviews, ads for school events, sports promos, editorials
and documentaries.  Advanced techniques in video lighting,
graphics, titling, and sound will be taught.  Students will
learn advanced techniques in video editing using Final Cut
Pro software.

099 TELEVISION   PRODUCTION  II
Grades 11&12  - 2.5 credits
Prereq. - TV Production I
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TYPICAL  SEQUENCE  PATTERNS  BY  GRADE
(Many other combinations are possible)

 Gr. 7 Gr. 8  Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 11       Gr. 12

A  Pre-Algebra  Algebra 1 Geometry Algebra II Pre-Calculus L-2      Calculus L-2

   L-2 L-2 L-2 L-2 AP Statistics      AP Calculus

                    AP Statistics

     Calculus L-2
B Algebra I Geom. L-3 Algebra II  Pre-Calculus       Analysis II L-3

               L-3  L-3                  Statistics & Topics   Statistics & Topics

Math 7 Alg II with conics  AP  Statistics       AP Statistics
L-3  L-3

           Pre-Algebra Algebra I Geometry Algebra II       Statistics & Topics
                      L-3 L-3 L-3

C Algebra I MCAS Basic       Math Survey
Geometry      Algebra II

 SEQUENCE   A

This sequence of courses is designed for the student with outstanding ability and high interest and motivation in mathemat-
ics.  The student must be able to work and study on his/her own.  Students should follow this sequence only on recommen-
dation of the mathematics department, and they are expected to maintain at least a “B” average or better to remain in the
sequence.  However, there are required prerequisites for Algebra II and Pre-Calculus.  This sequence of courses requires a
student to use logic and deductive and inductive reasoning consistently to solve and analyze problems and be able to
communicate this mathematical reasoning in written and oral form.

SEQUENCE    B

This sequence of courses is designed for the student who has the interest and ability to complete a challenging four-year
college preparatory program in mathematics.  Mathematics courses required by even the most demanding colleges are
offered in this sequence.  Required prerequisites exist for some courses (Algebra II and Pre-Calculus) in this sequence.
Students who start Algebra I in grade 8  and progress successfully will be able to complete Calculus in grade 12.  This
sequence supports students in developing and practicing skills that are used to identify, analyze, and solve problems
mathematically.  It also supports students in communicating their analysis and solutions symbolically, verbally, graphi-
cally, numerically, and in written form.

SEQUENCE   C

This sequence is designed for the student who needs to reinforce mathematics and learn additional skills before attempting
algebra.  Some students will elect this sequence because they are preparing for schooling or work that does not require as
formal a study of algebra and geometry.  Some students in this sequence will continue their formal education immediately
after high school; others will defer formal post secondary education until later in their lives.  Emphases of this sequence are
to prepare students to pass the MCAS, to use their mathematical skills in solving and analyzing problems, and to learn to
communicate these solutions and analysis effectively.

Pre-Calculus
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LEVELS   1  AND   2 COURSES

401M PRE-ALGEBRA
Grade 7 - Level 2 - Grade Six recommendation

This is a pre-algebra course intended for students who will
study honors level algebra in Grade 8.  Topics include the
study of mathematical systems, geometry, measurement,
graphing, and the four fundamental operations with rational
numbers.  Emphasis is on applications, estimation, techniques
for solving equations, problem-solving, and the use of pat-
terns and percent.  Independent projects will be required and
expectations are demanding in terms of homework and inde-
pendent study.

404M ALGEBRA  I
Grade 8 - Level 2 -Departmental recommendation

This is a full year, rigorous and fast paced algebra I course.
Topics covered include the application of linear functions,
quadratic functions and rational equations to problem solv-
ing situations.  Systems of equations and inequalities, poly-
nomials, exponents, radicals and the Pythagorean theorem
are also covered in depth.  An original project as well as lab
experiments are required.  A brief review of geometry topics
and probability are included as preparation for the MCAS.

421 GEOMETRY
Grade 9 - 5 credits - Level 2
Prerequisite: B in Algebra I L-2 and departmental
recommendation

This is a rigorous proof-based course in Euclidean Geom-
etry.  Students will analyze characteristics and properties of
two- and three-dimensional geometric shapes and develop
mathematical arguments in the form of deductive proofs
about geometric relationships.  This course develops stu-
dents’ ability to read purposefully as they apply definitions
and theorems to specific situations.  Students’ ability to write
effectively in geometry is developed as they answer open
response questions, explain a contradiction or write a com-
parison of geometric shapes.  Students develop the ability to
communicate effectively in class as they explain the logic
behind a given proof.  Throughout the course students must
identify and analyze the salient aspects of a proof or prob-
lem in order to apply pertinent theorems and definitions.
Some topics covered include congruence and similarity of
polygons and circles, perpendicularity and parallelism of
liens and planes, geometric constructions, properties of poly-
gons and circles, coordinate geometry, area, perimeter and
volume, transformations of geometric figures and an intro-
duction to trigonometry.

425 ALGEBRA  II
Grade 10 - 5 credits - Level 2
Prerequisite: C- in Algebra I L-2 and C- or
higher in Geometry L-2 and departmental recom-
mendation

This is a rigorous second year algebra course preparing stu-
dents for advanced pre-calculus.  Students will analyze lin-

ear, quadratic, rational, exponential, logarithmic and radi-
cal equations, inequalities, and functions in the real and com-
plex number systems.  Students also study conic sections,
sequences and series, and probability.  The course requires
proficiency in symbol manipulation and the application of
advanced algebra to word problems.  There are several
projects during the year requiring students to communicate
solutions in a written format.  Graphing calculators are used
frequently in class and for homework.

439 PRE-CALCULUS
Grade 11 - 5 credits - Level 2
Prerequisite:  C in Algebra II  L-2 and
Departmental recommendation

This course consists of a half year of trigonometry followed
by a half year of advanced topics in algebra including per-
mutations, combinations and probability, logarithmic and
exponential functions, and polynomial functions (including
derivatives).  Also included are units in analytic geometry
and curve sketching.  A major project is assigned each term
and scheduled to coordinate with the other academic de-
partments.  These projects tie together all four academic stu-
dent expectations from Hingham High’s Mission Statement.
This challenging course is intended for students who intend
to take Advanced Placement Calculus the following year or
Level 2 Physics during the current year.  Students also may
complete this course and then take Calculus (Level 2), Analy-
sis II (Level 3), AP Statistics, or Statistics (Level 3).  A pre-
requisite of C or better in Algebra II (Level 2) is required
and a grade of B or better is recommended.  Graphing cal-
culators are required in class and for homework.  The order
of topics in Level 2 and Level 3 Pre-Calculus is very differ-
ent.  Even if there is room in Level 3 sections, it is not pos-
sible to switch from Level 2 to Level 3 after the eighth week
of school.

441 CALCULUS
Grade 12 - 5 credits - Level 2
Prerequisite: C in Pre-Calculus L-2 or B in Pre-
Calculus (L-3) and departmental recommendation

This course covers the same topics as in AP Calculus (AB).
However, the pacing is different and the class will cover the
course in four terms rather than using term 4 to review for
the A. P. exam.  There also is decreased emphasis on prepa-
ration for the type of multiple-choice questions that appear
on the AB exam.  Students will receive the equivalent of a
one semester college calculus course unless they drop the
course term 4 to do a Senior Project.

442 CALCULUS (AB)
Grade 12 - 5 credits - Level 1
Prerequisite: C in Pre-Calculus L-2 or B in Pre-
Calculus (L-3) and departmental recommendation

This is a college-level course following the Calculus AB
outline as presented by the College Entrance Examination
Board.  At least five hours of preparation outside the class-
room are required per week.  Students must take the Ad-
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vanced Placement examination (AB).  Graphing calculators
are used extensively and are required for the A. P. exam.

443 AP   CALCULUS (BC)
Grade 12 - 5 credits - Level 1
Prerequisite: Departmental approval

This is a college level course following the Calculus BC out-
line as presented by The College Board.  (Calculus BC is the
more extensive of two Advanced Placement programs in Cal-
culus.)  At least six hours per week outside preparation is
necessary.  All students taking this course will be scheduled
for a problem solving class two additional days in each seven-
day cycle.  The Advanced Placement examination (BC Level)
is required.  Graphing calculators are used extensively and
are required for the A.P. exam.

445 AP  STATISTICS
Grades 11 or 12  - 5 credits - Level 1
Prerequisite: C in L2 Algebra 2 or C in L2 Pre-
Calculusor B- in L3 Pre-Calculus

This is a college level course following the statistics outline
as presented by The College Board.  It is an honors course
and at least five hours of preparation outside the classroom
is required per week.  The Advanced Placement examina-
tion is required.  Students must have completed Algebra 2
and must either have completed Pre-Calculus or be taking
Pre-Calculus at the same time. AP Statistics is a very differ-
ent course from other math courses and places much more
emphasis on the mission statement expectation that students
be able to write effectively.  Consequently a prerequisite is
that students have completed 90% of the assigned home-
work in their current year’s math course.   Graphing calcula-
tors are used extensively and are required for the A.P. exam.

LEVEL  3  COURSES

402M MATH   7
Grade 7 - Level 3

In this course, students will be expected to consolidate and
extend the skills and understandings acquired in mathemat-
ics.  Students will refine their work with equations, mea-
surement, geometry, proportions, percent, number patterns
(functions), probability, and graphs of points in a coordi-
nate plane.  Students are encouraged to learn by careful read-
ing as well as by exploring, listening, and practicing skills in
class.  Problem solving will be emphasized and scientific
calculators are expected.  The most successful students from
this course will be recommended to take Algebra I in grade
eight.

400M MATH PREP 7
Students who earned warning or low needs improvement
scores on their Grade 5 MCAS will be required to schedule
an additional two periods of math in each six-day cycle.
These extra classes will preview the regular class material,
remediate skills weaknesses, provide organizational support,
and assist students in preparing for tests and projects.

406M PRE-ALGEBRA
Grade 8 - Level 3

In this course, students will prepare for the formal study of
algebra.  Some of the topics to be studied are positive and
negative numbers; number theory (divisibility rules, prime
factorization, GCF and LCM);equations solving; propor-
tional reasoning; the metric system of measurement; prob-
lem solving; estimation; additional work with the rational
number system; geometric concepts, area and volume.  Cal-
culator applications are included.  Most students will
progress to algebra in grade nine.

413M PRE-ALGEBRA PREP 8
Students who earned warning or low needs improvement
scores on their Grade 6 MCAS will be required to schedule
an additional two periods of math in each four-day cycle.
These extra classes will preview the regular class material,
remediate skills weaknesses, provide organizational support,
and assist students in preparing for tests and projects.

405M ALGEBRA  I
Grade 8 - 5 credits - Level 3
Prerequisite:  C or better in Math 7 or Level 2
Pre-Algebra

415 Grades 9-12 - 5 credits - Level 3
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Pre-
Algebra

This is a full year college-preparatory Algebra I course cov-
ering functions and their graphs, solving linear equations,
inequalities and systems of equations.  Other topics covered
include exponents, factoring,  the Pythagorean Theorem, poly-
nomials and probability.  Geometry and computational skills
are reviewed for MCAS preparation.  Real life applications
are emphasized.  Lab experiments and project(s) are typical
in Grade 8.  Eighth graders not earning at least a C+ in this
course will be generally recommended to repeat Algebra I in
Grade 9.

419 GEOMETRY
Grades 9-12 -  5 credits - Level 3
Prerequisite: C- or better in Algebra 1 recom -
mended

In this course, students will study the properties of geometric
figures in a plane and in space.  Inductive and deductive rea-
soning skills will be utilized in proving or clarifying various
concepts studied.  Angle relationships, parallelism and per-
pendicularity of line and planes, and properties of polygons
are major topics.  The Pythagorean Theorem and its use in
special triangles, circles, area, perimeter, and volume are alos
major topics in the course.  Congruence and similarity of
polygons, transformations, and constructions of figures are
all studied with “hands-on” activities.  A strong background
in algebra is recommended as algebra is used throughout the
course.
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423 ALGEBRA II
Grades 10-12 - 5 credits - Level 3
Prerequisite: C- or better in Algebra l (required)

Topics studied in this course include graphs of relations and
functions, analysis of linear functions and systems, systems
of equations and inequalities, properties of the real and com-
plex numbers, probability and statistics, quadratic functions
and equations, exponential, logarithmic, polynomial, and
rational functions.  Problem solving skills and real life ap-
plications are emphasized.  Graphing calculators are re-
quired.  The C- prerequisite in Algebra 1 is required to as-
sure a good foundation for the successful study of a second
year of algebra.

423C ALGEBRA II with conics
Grades 10-12 - 5 credits - Level 3
Prerequisite:  C- or better in Algebra 1 (required),
B or better in Algebra 1 (strongly recommended).

This course is intended for students with a strong background
in Algebra 1 who are planning to go on to Pre-Calculus and
Calculus.  Topics studied in this course include  graphs of
relations and functions, analysis of linear functions and sys-
tems, systems of equations and inequalities, properties of
the real and complex numbers, probability and statistics,
quadratic functions and equations, exponential, logarithmic,
polynomial, and rational functions.  A study of conic sec-
tions will be included.  Problem-solving skills and real-life
applications are emphasized.  Graphing calculators are re-
quired.  A strong background in Algebra I is required; a test
of Algebra I skills will be given during the first week of
school on which students will be expected to demonstrate
this strong background.  (Students will also be given this
test during the geometry course so they can evaluate their
background.)

430 PRE-CALCULUS
Grades 11-12  - 5 credits - Level 3
Prerequisite: C or better in Algebra II (B or better
is recommended) or completion of Introductory Sta-
tistics and Topics in Mathematica

This course emphasizes special functions and curve sketch-
ing. During the first semester this course covers the con-
cepts of functions and their inverses.  Polynomial functions
and rational functions are studied in depth as well as expo-
nential and logarithmic functions.  Also included are topics
from analytic geometry, including conic sections.  The course
also covers sequences, series, and the Binomial Theorem.
Second semester focuses on topics in trigonometry includ-
ing sketching trigonometric functions and their inverses,
trigonometric equations and identities, solving triangles, and
polar coordinates. Success in this course requires a strong
algebra and geometry background.  The prerequisite is a
required one. Graphing calculators are used extensively.
Students may take the first semester only of this course
(which is the equivalent of an analysis course) and receive

2.5 credits  Students cannot drop this course to do a Senior
Project if they expect to take calculus as college freshmen.

431 INTRODUCTORY STATISTICS and
TOPICS IN MATHEMATICS
Grades 11, 12 - 5 credits - Level 3
Prerequisite: Algebra II (L-2 or L-3)

This course includes an introduction to statistics.  The pur-
pose is not to provide a college level statistics course, but to
prepare students with the statistical understanding needed
to become responsible members of a democratic and ever-
changing global society.  In addition, during first term, there
is a review of algebra and geometry in preparation for SAT’s.
Statistics topics studied include frequency distributions,
probability, measures of central tendency and variability,
applications of the binomial and a normal probability distri-
bution, correlation, sampling and estimation theory, and lin-
ear regression.  Project work and applications in which stu-
dents effectively communicate their learning will be required.
The second half of the course will have less emphasis on
statistics and will continue to review and extend the work of
Algebra II, in preparation both for taking pre-calculus the
following year and for spring College Boards.  Graphing
calculators are required.
NOTE:  If students have successfully completed Pre-calcu-
lus, they may not take this course for additional graduation
credits.  If students have earned a B or better in Algebra II
(L-2 or L-3), they may not take this course for graduation
credit.

435 ANALYSIS  II
Grade 12 - 5 credits - Level 3
Prerequisite: C- or better in Pre-Calculus

Topics include a review of algebra and analysis: linear equa-
tions, complex numbers, some conic sections, higher degree
polynomials, synthetic division, the Rational Root Theorem
and the Remainder Theorem.  There is also a quick survey of
topics in statistics: central tendency, spread, grouped data,
normal distributions, confidence intervals and regression.  The
remainder of the course is given over to an introduction to
limits and elementary differential calculus.  This course is
intended for students who wish to continue in mathematics
but who do not wish to take calculus in high school.  This
course is also intended to be a foundation for future work in
college level mathematics courses and to strengthen and
maintain current skills.
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LEVEL  4  COURSES

412 HIGH SCHOOL MCAS SKILLS &
STRATEGIES
Grades 10-12  - 5 credits  -  Level 4

This course consists of selected topics from Pre-Algebra
and Algebra I with additional work on consumer applica-
tion of math skills.  All topics covered are topics in the
Massachusetts frameworks for the MCAS and students will
practice strategies that have been shown to increase success
on the MCAS.  This course is designed to strengthen the
skills of both college bound and vocationally oriented stu-
dents.  This course may not be taken for credit by students
who have passed Algebra I.  Exceptions may be made with
permission of the department director.

417 BASIC  GEOMETRY
Grades 10-12 - 5 credits - Level 4
Prerequisite: Alg. I or MCAS Skills

This is a course in applied geometry.  Formulas and theo-
rems are demonstrated without formal proof.  Most of the
topics from Geometry (416) are covered but with a less for-
mal approach.  Algebraic skills are reviewed and reinforced.
This course covers all the geometry topics included on the
mathematics portion of the SAT I.

437 MATH   SURVEY
Grades 11-12 - 5 credits - Level 4
Prerequisite: Basic Geometry or Geometry

This is a survey course covering number sequences, graphs
of straight lines and curves, logarithms, permutations, com-
binations, and some probability and topology.  Topics are
treated through inductive reasoning and discovery.  A review
of some fundamental concepts of elementary Algebra is in-
cluded, but this is not a modified Algebra II course.  Students
planning to attend a college which specifically requires two
years of Algebra should not take this course unless they plan
to take Algebra II after completing it.  Calculator use is en-
couraged on a daily basis.  The course includes some web-
based instruction.
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971M MIDDLE  SCHOOL  CONCERT   BAND
Grades 7, 8 -2 periods

This ensemble, comprised of students in both seventh and
eighth grade, continues to develop the basic skills and tech-
niques of music reading, tone production, and rehearsal eti-
quette.  There are three major concerts each year, and stu-
dents have the opportunity to perform for adjudication at a
local festival.  NOTE:  Students not enrolled in band the
previous year must see the director for an audition prior to
course selection.

965 WIND ENSEMBLE
Grades 9-12 - 1 evening - 1 credit

This ensemble represents the most advanced instrumental
students in grades nine through twelve who are accepted by
audition only.  Students learn advanced skills of reading
music, performing alone and with others, and developing
their instrumental technique.  There are two major concerts
each year, and students have the opportunity to perform na-
tionally or internationally on tour.

966 FRESHMAN  CONCERT  BAND
Grade 9 – 5 credits

Students learn basic skills and techniques of reading music,
performing alone and with others, and developing their in-
strumental technique.  There are four major concerts each
year, and students have the opportunity to perform nation-
ally on tour.  The class is designed to prepare students for
Concert Band.

967 CONCERT   BAND
Grades 10-12 – 5 credits

Students learn intermediate skills and techniques of reading
music, performing alone and with others, and developing
their instrumental technique.  There are four major concerts
each year, and students have the opportunity to perform na-
tionally or internationally on tour.

968 JAZZ  BAND
Grades 9-12 - 1 evening - 1 credit

This ensemble represents instrumental students in grades nine
through twelve who are accepted by audition only.  Students
learn advanced skills of reading music, performing alone
and with others, improvisation, and developing their instru-
mental technique, with specific attention paid to the varied
stylistic concerns of jazz music.  There are two major con-
certs each year.

970M MIDDLE  SCHOOL  CHORUS
Grades 7, 8 - 2 periods

All students are invited to participate in this performance-
oriented choral ensemble. The focus of the grade seven and

MUSIC

All courses in this department address Student Learning Expectations 1, 3 and 6.

eight chorus is to continue the development of music read-
ing skills, voice development, and musicianship.  Students
will sing in three parts with some literature having a fourth
part. The chorus performs two concerts during the school
year (winter and spring) and attendance counts toward the
class grade.

978 CHAMBER SINGERS
Grade 9 - 1 morning - 1credit

This choral organization is the select performing mixed
(SAB) ensemble associated with Concert Chorale. Cham-
ber Singers will meet one morning per week. Music perfor-
mances are a required part of the Chamber Singers program.
These vocalists must be enrolled in either Concert Chorale
or Mixed Chorus and will be selected by audition in the fall.

974 CONCERT CHORALE
Grade 9-12 -  5 credits

Students learn basic skills and techniques of singing, read-
ing music, and performing alone and with others. Students
learn the cultural context of concert repertoire and reflect
on its relevance to their own lives. There are four required
major concerts each year, and students have the opportunity
to perform regionally on tour. This chorus of treble voices
(soprano/alto) is designed to prepare students for Mixed
Chorus. All freshmen treble voices will be placed in this
ensemble unless with permission of the director.

976 MIXED  CHORUS
Grades 10-12 - 5 credits

Students learn intermediate skills and techniques of singing,
reading music, and performing alone and with others in this
mixed (SATB) ensemble. Students learn the cultural con-
text of concert repertoire and reflect on its relevance to their
own lives. There are four required major concerts each year,
and students have the opportunity to perform nationally or
internationally on tour. All tenor/bass voices are placed in
this ensemble regardless of grade, and others are placed ac-
cording to audition or permission of the director.

977 CHORAL  SPECTRUM
Grades 10-12 - 1 period - 1.25 credits

This mixed (SATB) ensemble represents the most advanced
vocal students in grades 10-12 who are accepted by audi-
tion only. Students learn advanced skills and techniques of
singing, reading music, and performing alone and with oth-
ers. Students learn the cultural context of concert repertoire
and reflect on its relevance to their own lives. There are four
required major concerts each year, and students have the
opportunity to perform nationally or internationally on tour.
The class meets once per cycle plus one evening per week.
Choral Spectrum members must be enrolled in Mixed Cho-
rus.
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981M MIDDLE SCHOOL STRING  ENSEMBLE
Grades 7-8 - 2 periods

String class provides instruction in basic musicianship and
fundamental performing skills associated with playing orches-
tral instruments. Required commitments for this organiza-
tion will include some after-school rehearsal time when ap-
proaching important concert dates.  Music performances are
required and count toward the grade earned in the class.

983 ORCHESTRA
Grades 10-12 - 5 credits

This course is available to all string students in grades 10-
12 who have previous experience playing their instrument.
Students learn intermediate skills and techniques of reading
music, performing alone and with others, and developing
their instrumental technique. Students build upon previously
learned string playing skills and continue to develop their
knowledge of the theoretical and historical content neces-
sary to perform accurately and artistically on their instru-
ments. There are four major performances each year, and
students have the opportunity to perform and compete na-
tionally or internationally on tour. All orchestra students are
strongly encouraged to participate in Symphony.

984 CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Grades 10-12 - 1 evening - 1.25 credits

This ensemble represents the most advanced string students
in grades nine through twelve. Students learn advanced skills
of reading music, performing alone and with others, and
developing their instrumental technique through the inten-
sive study of classic chamber repertoire. Chamber Orches-
tra rehearses one evening a week and may have other out-
of-school rehearsals in preparation for performances.
IMPORTANT: Students must be enrolled in Orchestra or
Freshman Orchestra in order to be eligible for Chamber
Orchestra. Students will be selected by audition only.

969 SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Grades 10-12 - 1 morning - 1 credit

This course is available to all students in grade nine through
twelve who have previous experience playing their instru-
ment and who are enrolled in Freshman Orchestra, Orches-
tra, Freshman Band, or Concert Band. Students who are not
participating in an instrumental ensemble may be added at
the director’s discretion on a case-by-case basis. Students
learn intermediate skills and techniques of reading music,
performing alone and with others, and developing their in-
strumental technique while studying classic symphonic lit-
erature. There are four major performances each year.

987 FRESHMAN   ORCHESTRA
Grade 9 - 5 credits

This course is available to all string students in grade nine
who have previous experience playing their instrument. Stu-
dents learn basic skills and techniques of reading music,
performing alone and with others, and developing their in-
strumental technique. Students build upon previously learned

string playing skills and continue to develop their knowl-
edge of the theoretical and historical content necessary to
perform accurately and artistically on their instruments.
There are four major performances each year, and students
have the opportunity to perform and compete nationally or
internationally on tour. This course is designed to prepare
students for Orchestra. All Freshman Orchestra students are
strongly encouraged to participate in Symphony.

988 FRESHMAN   CHAMBER   ORCHESTRA
Grade 9 - 1 morning - 0 credits

This ensemble represents the most advanced string students
in grade nine. Students learn intermediate skills of reading
music, performing alone and with others, and developing
their instrumental technique through the intensive study of
classic chamber repertoire. Freshman Chamber Orchestra
rehearses one morning or evening a week and may have other
out-of-school rehearsals in preparation for performances.
Meeting times are based on student and teacher availability
and may vary slightly year to year.
IMPORTANT: Students must be enrolled in Freshman Or-
chestra in order to be eligible for Freshman Chamber Or-
chestra. Students will be selected by audition only.

950 MUSIC  APPRECIATION
Grades 9-12 - 2.5 credits

This course helps students develop critical listening skills
and a deeper understanding of music through the study of
various artists and genres.  In this semester-long course, stu-
dents will explore the impact music has on people and soci-
ety throughout the world.  This course will include the study
of masterworks of the past as well as current popular styles.
This course is open to students in grades nine through twelve
and no prior experience in music is required.

955 AP  MUSIC  THEORY
Level 1 - 5 credits
Prereq. - A in Music Theory &Composition or
equivalent knowledge as determined by instructor.

This advanced placement course will have the extensive
homework and rigorous examinations that would be expected
for a college level course in music theory.  It will follow the
prescribed curriculum of the College Board and have as its
primary objective the successful passing of the Music Theory
AP exam.  AP students are required to take the AP examina-
tion, for which there is a fee.
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HEALTH  AND  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION

All courses in this department address Student Learning Expectations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.

HEALTH

The development and nurturing of lifetime healthy habits and responses in our students remains the ultimate goal of the
Hingham Health Education Department.  It is our objective to ensure that through both classroom interactive and informa-
tional settings and through experiential classes in physical education, as well as optional interactions within our community,
we support our students’ crucial need to establish patterns of behavior that reflect a respect and understanding of themselves
and others.  Additionally, they must be able to relate this information to their present lives and future goals.  We attempt to
ensure that they reach their maximum potential while within our school system and are given the greatest opportunity through
their educational contact with us, to achieve their long-term ambitions and dreams for the future.

At Hingham Middle School, a separate health grade is given to all students who attend a health class every other day for one
term in lieu of a physical education class. Health education in grades 7 and 8 will comprise one-fourth of the physical
education requirement.  Health education is one third of the physical education requirement at grades 9 and 10.  In grades 11
and 12, semi-annual assembly programs are presented on timely health issues and/or to reinforce concepts previously learned.
Special programs such as health fairs and guest speakers provide students with up-to-date information.

OBJECTIVES

To expose students to a variety of health-related issues
To increase the students’ ability to make decisions regarding their health and the health of others
To illustrate how outside stimuli can positively or negatively affect one’s physical health and well being
To develop in each student a positive attitude toward one’s self and an awareness of the needs of  others
To develop health awareness in the area of social issues
To develop an understanding of the relationship between lifestyle and personal health status
To develop an understanding of the social factors responsible for improvements in life expectancy
To develop the ability to interpret health information accurately
To inform students about local community resources that might help them to cope with health-related problems
To develop an understanding of the interrelationship between mind and body
To make students aware of the importance of fitness and exercise
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Guidance seminars will be held during the first three ses-
sions of the health course each year.

HEALTH PROGRAM

MIDDLE  SCHOOL HIGH  SCHOOL

Grade 9 Grade 10

Themes: Themes:
Risk assessement Decision-making
Healthy self-management Communication

Health promotion Healthy self-management

1. Nutrition & Fitness
• Diet-health link

• Nutritional assessment

• Obesity risk and impact

• Weight management

• Body Image

• Eating disorders review

3.  First Aid
• Sudden Illness

• Bone & joint injuries

• Bleeding wounds

• Shock & rescue

4.  Healthy Lifestyle Habits
• Stress

• Sunscreen
• Interpretation of common
   health screenings (choles-
  terol, skin cancer, Bp, etc.)

5.  Other topics of timely
     interest may be included

1.  Building Healthy
     Relationships
• Communication

• Healthy vs. unhealthy

• Relationship violence/
   abuse
• Sexual harassment

2.  Reproductive Health
• Anatomy & physiology

• STD’s & HIV/AIDS

• Protection Methods

3.  Drugs & Alcohol
•  DARE Officer provides
     lessons on timely issues

4.  CPR
• Certification requirement
   fulfilled for CPR and
   choking

5.  Other topics of timely
     interest may be included

Grades 7 & 8
Even # years

1.  Drugs, Alcohol, Tobacco
DARE

2.  Cardiovascular System
• Structure/Function

• Heart emergencies

• Cardiac assessments

3.  Healthy Habits
• Good nutrition

• Role of exercise

4.  Cancer
• Risk factors

• Signs/symptoms/treatments

•  Skin cancer prevention

5.  Mental Health
•Definitions

•Symptoms of stress/
   depression
•Community resources/
   treatments

6.  Common Non-communi-
      cable Diseases and
      Disorders of the Major
      Body Systems

Grades 7 & 8
Odd  # years

1.  Drugs, Alcohol, Tobacco
DARE

2.  Eating Disorders
• Types

• Causes/Symptoms

• Treatments

3.  Growth & Development
•Physical stages

•Social and emotional
   health
•Hygiene

4.  Communicable Diseases
• Viruses

• Common bacterial
    infections
•  Prevention

5.  HIV/AIDS
• Epidemiology

• Risk factors/prevention

• Signs/symptoms

• Treatments
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PHYSICAL  EDUCATION

Physical education at the secondary level is designed to meet the individual needs of students through a variety of prescribed
and selected activities.  Students are introduced to essential skills and knowledge which enable them to experience a broad
spectrum of physical activity for present and lifetime use.  Students are given an understanding of physiological and health
awareness as it relates to their body.  The total development of a student — physically, socially, emotionally, and intellectu-
ally — is an important aspect of our physical education program.  All courses in this department address Student Learning
Expectations 5 and 6.

OBJECTIVES

√ To assess student progress and ability and provide for individual needs

√ To provide students with knowledge and application of skills

√ To introduce students to a variety of appropriate activities

√ To provide students with a sound basis of physical fitness to carry over to adulthood

√ To develop students’ physical, social, emotional, and intellectual well being

√ To develop good sportsmanship

√ To provide students with a framework of leisure activities for lifetime use

√ To develop students’ understanding of physiological awareness and health

All middle school students are required to take physical education every year.  In grades 6, 7, and 8 physical education
classes will meet twice a cycle.
All high school students must  participate in physical education and health every year.  In grades 9 and 10, all students are
required to successfully complete a semester course in physical education and health.  Juniors and seniors have a variety of
options by which they may complete the physical education requirement.  Students must notify their counselor before the
start of each school the option which they intend to pursue. The health component will be addressed throughout grade-
specific programs offered during the school year to all students.

Junior and Senior Physical Education Options

To fulfill the requirement for physical education for junior and senior years, all students must select one of the following
options each year:

• Elect the existing junior/senior physical education course for at least one semester each year.
• Play on an inter-scholastic team at HHS for at least one season.

The Athletic/PE Department and school counselor must be notified in advance if pursuing this option.
• Participate in a before and/or after school intramural weight training and conditioning program at the HHS

weight room.
The hours will depend on the schedule of the weight room.  The HHS weight room supervisor will verify partici-
pation and attendance on the fitness / exercise card.  The time commitment must be a minimum of 72 total hours.
The Athletic/PE Department and counselor must be notified in advance if a student is pursuing this option.

• Participate in a fitness/exercise program at a fitness/exercise facility.
This may include weight training, general fitness, dance, yoga, skating, gymnastics, karate, judo, or other ap-
proved activities.  The time commitment must be a minimum of 72 total hours.  There must verification of the
students’ participation utilizing a HHS prescribed form signed by an approved instructor.  The school counselor
must be notified in advance if pursuing this option.

Please note that graduation credits are awarded only for those who elect to take the HHS course in physical education.  No
credits will be awarded for any options that take place outside the school day, nor can any out-of-school option count
towards the structured learning time mandate.

054 PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 9
Grade 9 - 2.5 credits first semester

055 PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 10
Grade 10 - 2.5 credits second  semester

034 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Grades 11 or 12 - 2.5 credits
first or second semester

This course may be repeated for credit  with the approval of
the physical education director.
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050 STUDENT  FACILITATOR  PROGRAM
First Semester – Grades 10-12 - 1.25 credits

This course trains students to lead discussions about stereo-
typing, prejudice, and discrimination by following the prin-
ciples of the Anti Defamation League, World Of Difference,
Peer Facilitation Program.  Students will be trained to facili-
tate workshops for students in classrooms, as well as for the
faculty, advisors, and coaching staff.  Designed to promote
positive, inter-group dialogue, this course also creates an at-
mosphere of tolerance and respect for individual differences.
Student responsibilities include  attending three ADL train-
ing sessions, planning and practicing facilitation techniques,
organizing and conducting workshops, and researching cur-
rent issues.

ELECTIVE COURSES

047 PEACE KEEPERS
Grades 9-12 - 1.25 credits

In this course students will learn skills such as conflict reso-
lution, nonverbal communication, refusal skills, question-
ing and maintaining neutrality.  Through the use of positive
communication, and cooperation, students will develop prob-
lem-solving skills to resolve conflicts nonviolently in an
educational setting.  Included as part of this course is a fif-
teen-hour mediator training which will prepare students to
serve as third party mediators to help those involved in con-
flict reach mutually satisfactory agreements.  Additional top-
ics may include substance use prevention, cultural aware-
ness, terrorism, bullying and harassment.  Due to the sensi-
tive nature of this course, all interested students will be in-
terviewed.

Elective physical education activities for all grades may include the following:
Floor Hockey Touch Football Fitness Fundamentals (grade 9 only)
Pickleball Badminton Strength Training Principles (grade 10 only)

Lifetime Activities Ultimate Frisbee Aerobics Tennis

Basketball Power Walking Golf Soccer & Indoor Soccer
Field Hockey (indoor) Softball Volleyball (indoor/outdoor)

Frisbee Golf Team Handball Lacrosse Miscellaneous games

Dance Dance Revolution RAD Self Defense (Grade 10 Females only)

READING
All courses in this department address Student Learning Expectations 1, 3, and 6.

180M READING   LAB  7
Grade 7 - 2 periods

181M READING   LAB  8
Grade 8 - 2 periods

Participation in these courses is determined by several fac-
tors: reading and language scores from the CAT Terra Nova
battery, various other standardized tests, students’ academic
performance, and teacher recommendations.  Selected stu-
dents will receive direct instruction on skills and strategies
that will enable them to be successful in their academic sub-
jects.  Topics will include specific comprehension strategies,
vocabulary expansion, the acquisition of study skills, and
strategies for test taking.

182 CONTENT  AREA  READING  STRATEGIES
Grades 9  - 5 credits

This course focuses on the development of content area read-
ing skills and those strategies that will assist students in
meeting the academic requirements of grade 9.  Both ex-
pository and narrative comprehension strategies are reviewed
and expanded as students learn to apply them directly to their

content area materials (projects, class texts, reference mate-
rials, etc.).  Other topics covered during the year will in-
clude adjusting reading rate to purpose, identifying learn-
ing styles, acquiring study skills, learning strategies for test
taking, exploring time-management techniques, and devel-
oping organizational skills.  First preference will be given
to students who either fall within the warning or needs im-
provement categories on their most recent MCAS or receive
a teacher recommendation for the class.

132 MCAS  READING STRATEGIES
Grade 10 - 5 credits

This course will continue to focus on the development of
content area reading skills and those strategies that will as-
sist students in meeting the academic requirements of grade
10.  Special emphasis will be on skills that can be applied to
both state and national standardized tests.  First preference
will be given to students who either fall within the warning
or needs improvement categories on their most recent MCAS
or receive a teacher recommendation for the class.
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502M SCIENCE  7
Grade 7 - Level 2

7 Advanced Science is a combination of both the life and
earth sciences, with an emphasis on the life sciences.  The
topics stressed include:  introduction to the scientific method,
requirements for life, cell parts and processes, evolution and
classification, ecology, the human body, astronomy and me-
teorology.  Students are introduced to skills, techniques and
tools necessary for scientific study.  This is a rigorous course
with a brisk pace due to the scope of the topics covered.  A
scientific research project is required.

503M LIFE  SCIENCE 7 - Grade 7 - Level 3
504M Level  4
This Life Science course introduces the student to the basic
concepts of biology.  It moves at a brisk pace that helps the
student develop skills important for studying a laboratory
science.  The topics covered during the course of the year
include requirements for life, call parts and processes, evo-
lution and classification, genetics, ecology, and the parts and
functioning of the human body.  Students are introduced to
skills, techniques and tools necessary for scientific study.
Levels 3 and 4 may be combined with differentiated grading.

522M INTRO   TO   PHYSICAL   SCIENCE (IPS)
Grade 8 - Level 2
Prerequisite: B- in Pre-Algebra Level 2 and
Departmental recommendation

In this course fundamental physical science concepts are de-
veloped from an experimental approach.  Laboratory work,
problem solving skills, and reasoning skills are emphasized.
Units on plate tectonics and energy are also included.  A strong
mathematics background (B- in Level 2 Pre-algebra) and good
study skills are essential.

523M EARTH  SCIENCE - Grade 8 - Level 3
524M Level 4
This course is designed to further students’ knowledge and
skills in the Earth Sciences.  Major areas stressed will in-
clude topics in scientific measurement, astronomy, geology,
hydrology, meteorology, and paleontology.  Use of the sci-
entific method, development of thinking skills, and problem
solving will be stressed.  An independent science project re-
quiring significant effort will be assigned.

533 PHYSICAL  SCIENCE - Grade 9 - 5 credits
 Level 3

534  Level 4
This course provides an introduction to major concepts in
physics and chemistry and explores some areas of current
technology.  Laboratory experiments are utilized to help stu-
dents to understand fundamental principles and to learn how
to use measurement techniques and the experimental method
in problem solving situations.  Topics covered include laws
of motion, mechanics, forces, energy, work, the structure of
matter, atomic structure and the periodic table, balancing
chemical reactions, wave motion, sound and light, electric-
ity, and magnetism may be included as time allows.  Term
projects are required at each level .

542 BIOLOGY   I
Grade 9 - 5 credits - Level 2
Prerequisite: B- in Algebra I Level 2 and IPS and
Department recommendation

This course is designed to challenge incoming freshmen
ready to undertake the most rigorous of the Biology I cur-
ricula taught at the advanced level.  It builds on the concepts
and scientific inquiry process as taught in IPS and life sci-
ence.  Students are expected to read independently, be self
motivated, and be able to process concepts, analyze and solve
problems at an advanced pace.  Major units studied include
cell biology, ecology, biochemistry, genetics, evolution,
biodiversity of organisms, and human anatomy and physiol-
ogy.  Lab activities and hands-on exercises are an integral
part of the course.  All students will take the MCAS exam in
biology at the end of the year.  The most successful students
are encouraged to take  the SATII (Ecological version) in
June at the conclusion of the course.

543 BIOLOGY   I  Grade 10 -  5 credits - Level 3
544 Level 4
This course introduces fundamental concepts of biology. It
is a combined course designed to meet the needs of all stu-
dent learners.  Topics include chemistry of living things, cell
biology, genetics, evolution, biodiversity, anatomy and physi-
ology and ecology.  Students will be engaged in class dis-
cussions, hands-on and lab activities to help emphasize con-
cepts.  Students will identify analyze and solve problems
and develop their inquiry skills to help them become better
decision makers.  Students will take the MCAS exam in bi-
ology at the end of the year.

SCIENCE

The science program offers a number of pathways for students to follow during their high school years. The courses in
the middle school are designed to provide an introduction to the formal study of science and an understanding of some
basic concepts in the areas of the biological, earth, and physical sciences.  One of the immediate goals is to help students
develop a better understanding of the environment and their place in it.  At the high school level, courses are offered
with a number of purposes in mind, beyond meeting graduation requirements.  Some of these are general intellectual
development, college preparation for college level study in science, development of personal interests, and pre-voca-
tional pursuits.  Some students will want to elect one of the second year honors or AP courses which are quite demand-
ing and will require a strong commitment of time and effort.  All science courses reflect the Massachusetts State Science
Frameworks.  All courses in this department address Student Learning Expectations 1, 2, 3, and 4.
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545 BIOLOGY MCAS SKILLS
Grades 10-12 - 1.25 credits

This is a semester course designed for students whohave al-
ready taken a course in biology but who have not yet met the
MCAS requirement in science for graduation.  It is designed
to review the major concepts in biology and improve gen-
eral test-taking skills in science.  It will meet three times in a
cycle and utilize the DESE website as one source of practice
for the Biology MCAS retake exam in February.

552 CHEMISTRY
Grades 10, 11, 12 - 5 credits - Level 2
Prerequisite: B- in Algebra I Level 2, B- in
geometry L 2 and Department recommendation

Honors chemistry is designed for students who are advanced,
as evidenced by prior success in IPS, L-2 biology and math-
ematics. Mastery of Algebra I is essential. Students should
be taking Algebra II concurrently. This course prepares stu-
dents for college (or AP) chemistry and for other high school
science courses. Core topics include atomic theory, stoichi-
ometry, chemical reactions, and kinetics.  Most topics are
reinforced through evidence gathered in labs.  Students need
to learn many chemical facts and concepts and apply them
to new situations.  The course material is cumulative and
will require a significant time commitment.  Successful stu-
dents are encouraged to take the SAT II test in chemistry.

553 CHEMISTRY
Grades 10-12 - 5 credits - Level 3
Prerequisite: Departmental recommendation

This introductory college-preparation course provides a com-
prehensive curriculum.  It prepares students for additional
science courses and meets the needs of students preparing
to attend college.  The fundamental concepts of chemistry,
including states of matter, atomic structure, bonding, chemi-
cal reactions, thermodynamics, and organic chemistry, are
presented in a practical format with appropriate lab activi-
ties.  Inquiry and problem-solving techniques are atresseed.
Many of the laboratory activities involve the use of digital
and computer technology.  The course is aligned with the
National and Massachusetts Science Standards.

562 PHYSICS
Grades 11-12 - 5 credits - Level 2
Prerequisite: Departmental recommendation and
concurrent study of level 2 precalculus

This course is based on curriculum materials which present a
conceptual framework of contemporary physics.  It is designed
to illustrate how physical knowledge is acquired experimen-
tally and woven into physical theory.  Central ideas recur and
are illuminated by experimentation, texts, videos, and out-
side readings. Throughout the course, there is an integration
of fundamental principles with present day applications in
the sciences and technology.  Topics include mechanics and
thermodynamics, waves and optics, electricity and magne-
tism, and modern physics including relativity and quantum
theory.  A thorough understanding and facility in algebra,

geometry and simple trigonometry is essential.  Students will
be scheduled for additional laboratory classes in each cycle.
Successful students are encouraged to take the SAT II test in
physics at the conclusion of this course.

563 PHYSICS
Grades 11-12 - 5 credits - Level 3
Prerequisite:C or better in Algebra II and Depart
ment recommendation

This is an introductory course in physics in which funda-
mental concepts and theories are developed. The course in-
cludes a study of mechanics, electricity, magnetism, and light.
Lectures, problem solving, and laboratory exercises are used
to develop, amplify, and illustrate the applications of the
fundamental concepts of physics.  Students electing this
course should have successfully completed courses in alge-
bra, geometry, and chemistry.  The concurrent study of pre-
calculus is recommended.

572, 573, 574 ELECTRONICS I
Grades 11-12 - 5 credits - Levels 2, 3, 4

Electronics I is designed to provide experiences that will
lead to a basic knowledge of electricity—electronics in the
modern world.  The course is laboratory oriented, with a
detailed study and practice in the use of test instruments for
examining the characteristics of direct and alternating cur-
rent circuits, semi-conductor, and robotics.  Instruments stud-
ied include Electronic Volt-Ohm-Milliammeter, Oscillo-
scope, R.F. Signal Generator, and digital multimeter.

576, 577 ELECTRONICS   II
Grade 12 - 5 credits - Levels 2, 3
Prerequisite: Grade of C- or better in Electronics
I and concurrent study of physics

This course is a study of the theory and application transis-
tor and solid state circuits along with an introduction to digital
electronics.  Topics include communication systems, Bool-
ean arithmetic, transistor logic, fiberoptics, computers and
robotics. Advanced troubleshooting techniques using the os-
cilloscope are a basic part of the program.  Project construc-
tion makes use of CAD, soldering, and printed circuit board
techniques.

546 BIOLOGY   (Advanced  Placement)
Grade 11, 12 - 5 credits - Level 1
Prerequisite: Departmental recommendation

AP Biology candidates must have successfully completed
Biology I (Level 2), Chemistry (Level 2), and Physics (Level
2) with a B- or better.  (Physics may be taken concurrently
with AP Biology). This course is the equivalent of a fresh-
man college course and culminates in the CEEB Examina-
tion in Advanced Placement Biology.  As such, the pace is a
rapid one, and students are expected to put in significant
time beyond class.  Topics to be included are cell structure
and physiology, biochemistry, cell respiration, photosynthe-
sis, DNA structure and replication, protein synthesis, and
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genetics, and evolution of plant and animal phyla.  All AP
students will be scheduled for additional laboratory classes
in each cycle.  AP students are required to take the AP ex-
amination, for which there is a fee.

582 ANATOMY  &  PHYSIOLOGY
Grade 12 - 5 credits - Level 2
Prerequisite: Departmental recommendation

This is a year-long course in human biology with a primary
objective of providing students with a basic understanding
of the structure and functions of the human body.  On line
resources, case studies, and clinical applications are used
extensively.  Current health topics and advances in medical
technology are examined.  The material is presented at the
honors level and assumes prior courses in biology, chemis-
try, and physics.

555 CHEMISTRY (Advanced  Placement)
Grade 12 -  5 credits - Level 1
Prerequisite: Completion of level 2 chemistry and
level 2 physics with B or better and concurrent
study of calculus - Departmental recommendation

This course is designed to be the equivalent of a general first
year, college level, chemistry course.  The curriculum fol-
lows CEEB guidelines and includes laboratory experiments
representing the key areas of chemical measurement and
analysis.  In-depth topics include:  the structure of matter,
the kinetic theory, chemical equilibrium, thermodynamics,
and reaction kinetics.  Problem solving is a principal learn-
ing method, and additional lab periods are scheduled in the
cycle.  Students are required to take the A.P. Chemistry exam,
for which a fee is charged.

566 PHYSICS  (Advanced  Placement)
 Grade 12 - 5 credits - Level 1
Prerequisite: Departmental recommendation, B in
level 2 physics,  and concurrent study of calculus

This course is the equivalent of a freshman college course

and culminates in the CEEB Examination in Advanced Place-
ment Physics.  Approximately one-half of the year is devoted
to classical mechanics and the remainder is devoted to clas-
sical electricity and magnetism.  The use of calculus in prob-
lem solving and in derivations is expected to increase as the
course progresses and is freely used in formulating principles
and in solving problems.  Students will be scheduled for ad-
ditional lab periods in every cycle.  AP students are required
to take the AP examination, for which there is a fee.

597, 598 OCEANOGRAPHY
Grades 11-12 - 5 credits - Levels 3, 4
Prerequisite: Biology I

The oceanography program consists of 18 units of introduc-
tory study of the oceans that include marine ecology, biol-
ogy, geology, chemistry, physics, sea floor spreading, and
plate tectonics.  Also included is a study of marine pollution,
technology, history, navigation, and the laws of the sea.  Dif-
ferentiated assignments and performance expectations will
be provided for each level.  Students are expected to utilize a
textbook, complete written assignments, and work produc-
tively on a variety of laboratory activities.

586, 587 ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Grades 11, 12 5 credits - Levels 2,3

Prerequisite: Departmental recommendation
The goal of this course is to provide students with principles,
concepts, and methodologies required to understand the in-
terrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze
environmental problems both natural and human-made, to
evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems,
and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or
preventing them.  Environmental science is interdisciplinary.
It embraces a wide variety of topics from different areas of
study, yet there are several major unifying constructs, or
themes, that cut across the many topics included in the study
of environmental science.  Students should be willing to
participate in outdoor field studies

SOCIAL   STUDIES

Hingham’s social studies curriculum is structured to complement the Massachusetts History and Social Science frame-
works and has two main goals.  The first is to prepare students to pass the Massachusetts assessment exams which will be
given in grades 5, 7, and 11.  The second goal is to prepare students to be active and contributing citizens in the local,
regional, national, and international community.  Basic to both goals are the acquisition and processing of knowledge
through the development of critical thinking and citizenship skills.  The curriculum emphasizes, through the use of vari-
ous teaching strategies, the application of factual knowledge to major themes that are essential for all students.  Among
these themes are those designed to foster an appreciation and respect for human dignity and the promotion of positive
relations.  In social studies, leveling and grouping are practiced as follows:
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Grade 7: World Geography - Levels 2, 3, 4
Grade 8: United States History - Levels 2, 3, 4
Grade 9: Required course - Humanities - Level 2, 3, 4
Grade 10: Required course - World History II - Levels 2, 3, 4 or

Advanced Placement World History - Level 1
Grade 11: Required course - American Studies - Level 2, 3, 4

Elective – A.P. U.S. History Lab
Elective courses - heterogeneous groups - Levels 2, 3, 4 in the same class
Economics, International Affairs, Psychology, Sociology, American Political System

Grade 12: Advanced Placement European History - Level 1
Elective courses - heterogeneous groups - Levels 2, 3, 4 in the same class
Economics, Seminar in History, International Affairs, Psychology, Sociology, American Political System

All courses in this department address Student Learning Expectations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7.

202M, 203M, 204M WORLD  GEOGRAPHY
Grade 7 - Levels 2, 3, 4

In this course students will develop basic map and globe
skills and study the physical, economic, and social makeup
of all the major areas of the world.  Initially they will exam-
ine the physical makeup of the earth as a planet, its climates,
ecosystems, and resources.  They will then analyze land use
patterns, population dynamics, urban growth, political
boundaries, and various linkage networks.  Students will
apply the above geography skills and knowledge to exam-
ine the following areas of the world.  North America, Latin
America, Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. This
course will also reinforce and review the 6th grade curricu-
lum on World History making connections in appropriate
units.  Depending on enrollment, Levels 3 and 4 may be
combined with differentiated grading.

212M, 213M, 214M US HISTORY TO 1877
Grade 8 - Levels 2, 3, 4

This course focuses on the development of political, eco-
nomic, and social institutions from Colonial America to the
Civil War.  Emphasis will be placed on the great migrations
from Europe to the New World, life in colonial America, the
American Revolution, the U.S. Constitution and the forma-
tion of the new nation, the War of 1812, the westward mi-
gration, immigration, the Civil War and Reconstruction.  De-
pending on enrollment, Levels 3 and 4 may be combined
with differentiated grading.  Students will develop writing
skills culminating in their first social studies thesis paper.

222  HUMANITIES
   Grade 9 - 5 credits - Level 2

This course is an integrated cultural approach emphasizing
world literature, history, and the arts.  It is structured
chronologically starting with the legacies of Greek, Roman,
Chinese, Indian, Islamic, and pre-Columbian empires.  Their
contributions and legacies are connected to the development
of the modern western world.  The focus of the course is on
interdependence and cultural diffusion of world cultures in
order for students to understand and appreciate the

contributions and development of the modern world.  The
research, preparation, and writing of a formal thesis paper
will bean integral part of this program.

223, 224   HUMANITIES (WORLD HISTORY to 1815)
  Grade 9 -  5 credits - Level 3, 4

This course is structured chronologically starting with the
legacies of Greek, Roman, Chinese, Indian, Islamic, and pre-
Columbian empires.  Their contributions and legacies are
connected to the development of the modern western world.
The focus of the course is on interdependence and cultural
diffusion of world cultures in order for students to understand
and appreciate the contributions and development of the
modern world.  The research, preparation, and writing of a
formal thesis paper will bean integral part of this program.
The research, preparation, and writing of a formal thesis
paper will be an integral part of this program.

232, 233, 234 WORLD  HISTORY  II :  1815 - Present
Grade 10 - 5 credits - Levels 2, 3, 4

Students acquire the skills and information needed to un-
derstand the forces that shape our global community.  The
course will integrate the impact of Western civilization on
the world with an emphasis on the industrial revolution, the
rise and fall of the colonial empires and the significance of
two world wars on the post 1945 world.  There is a heavy
emphasis on the post 1945 developments of the non western
world with a strong emphasis on the Middle East and Asia.
Students learn to appreciate common patterns and to respect
the unique characteristics of diverse global communities.
Finally, the significance of global interdependency and di-
versity are emphasized as important components of citizen-
ship and respect for all cultures. The research, preparation,
and writing of a formal thesis paper will be an integral part
of this program.

231 AP WORLD HISTORY
Grade 10 - 5 credits - Level 1
Prerequisite: Departmental approval

This is a course of study equivalent to an introductory col-
lege course in world history covering the period from 4000
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BCE to the present.  As such, a considerable amount of writ-
ing and independent reading are expected.  AP World His-
tory is designed to develop greater understanding of the evo-
lution of global processes, contacts, and interaction of dif-
ferent types of human societies.  The course highlights the
nature of changes in international frameworks and their
causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among
major societies from ancient civilizations to the present in
Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas.  Students will com-
plete a fully documented independent research paper and
will be required to take the AP exam, for which there is a
fee, in May.

242 AMERICAN   STUDIES
Grade 11 - 5 credits - Level 2

This course is an interdisciplinary approach to United States
History and American literature.  It is organized around the
nine major themes:  (1) How American literature and cul-
ture reflect various historical forces; (2) Development of a
state democratic political system; (3) Impact of technology
and economic changes on American culture, politics, and
foreign affairs; (4) Contribution of various newcomers to
the American mosaic; (5) How cycles of conservatism and
liberalism have affected the political, economic, social, and
intellectual forces in American life; (6) How concepts of
isolationism and interventionism have dominated America’s
role in world affairs; (7) The development of American be-
liefs and values over 400 years of history; (8) Role of the
frontier in shaping America’s development and sense of iden-
tity; and (9) A study of Hingham reflecting the impact of
national and international forces on the development of a
community.  Students read selected works of American lit-
erature and American history which pertain to these themes,
and at regular intervals students are given interdisciplinary
assignments based on these readings.  The program includes
four “writing across the curriculum” projects or writing as-
signments. These include a “History Day” project and one
interdisciplinary formal research essay on a teacher-approved
American Studies topic.

241 ADVANCED   PLACEMENT  US  HISTORY  LAB
2nd Semester – Grade 11 – 3 Periods – Level 1

This course is open to those students enrolled in American
Studies who have earned an average grade of B in second
semester of tenth-grade World History and first semester of
American Studies.  Teacher recommendation is also required.
The course will prepare students for the A.P. exam in United
States History by teaching new material about key themes,
reviewing and synthesizing content covered in American
Studies, and focusing on skills needed to succeed in all three
parts of the exam.  Students will meet as a group three times
during the seven-day cycle as well continuing to meet in
assigned American Studies classes.  The AP exam, for which
there is a  fee, is a required commitment by all students taking
the A.P. United States Lab.

243, 244   AMERICAN   STUDIES
Grade 11 - 5 credits - Levels 3, 4

This course is in-depth examination of late nineteenth and
twentieth century United States History taught through an
interdisciplinary approach with the English Department. A
study of Hingham reflecting the impact of national and in-
ternational forces on the development of a community is
also integrated into the course.  Students will be utilizing a
variety of challenging primary and secondary resources and
will be expected to develop skills in historical analysis, read-
ing for interpretation, and comprehension.  The research,
preparation, and writing of a formal thesis paper will be an
integral part of this program.

COMMUNITY  SERVICE  LEARNING

The Hingham Social Studies Department believes that Com-
munity Service Learning (CSL) is important as a program
and as a philosophy of education.  As a program, CSL in-
cludes numerous ways that students can perform meaningful
services to their community and to society.  As a philosophy
of education, CSL reflects the belief that education must be
linked to social responsibility, and that the most effective
learning is actively connected to experience in some mean-
ingful way.  Every senior who is taking a social studies elec-
tive is required to devote fifteen out-of-school hours to a Com-
munity Service Learning project.  This project may be ac-
complished in any one of the following:  Sociology, Psy-
chology,  Economics, The United States Today, International
Affairs, Seminar in History, or  AP European History.

251 A P   EUROPEAN   HISTORY
Grade 12 ONLY  - 5 credits - Level 1
Prerequisite: Departmental approval

The course is offered to those seniors interested in doing
college-level work with the possibility of college credit.  This
is a college survey of European History from the Renais-
sance up to the present.  The emphasis is equally divided on
political/military, economic/social, and cultural/economic
topics.  AP European History also takes a humanities ap-
proach by integrating art, music, philosophy, economics, and
political science into its study of European civilization.  The
course requires extensive reading and analysis of both pri-
mary and secondary sources, and a seminar approach to
learning is emphasized in class.  The course also prepares
students for success on the AP European History exam in
May by focusing on appropriate analytical skills such as
analysis of documents and essay writing.  Writing is a major
component of the course.  The AP exam, for which there is a
fee, is a required commitment by all students taking the
course.  A community service learning project, unless al-
ready implemented in another senior elective, is also re-
quired.
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252, 253, 254   ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES IN WORLD
HISTORY

           Grades 11-12 -  2.5 credits - Levels 2, 3, 4
This one semester course provides a practical introduction
to the American economic system.  Students will learn the
basic theories and practices of the free enterprise system.
They will be able to analyze the economic factors facing the
consumer such as supply and demand, prices, money and
banking, taxes, and the investment world.  Students will be
involved in a stock market simulation as well as group busi-
ness projects dealing with the South Shore business issues
and opportunities.  Guest speakers from the world of finance
will be invited to class.  The course will also examine the
national and international aspects of our economy, since the
interdependence and the growth of major trading blocs in
Europe and Asia have become of increasing importance to
the United States.  A community service learning project (un-
less already completed in another social studies elective) is a
major component of this course.

262, 263, 264 AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM
Grades 11-12 - 2.5 credits
Levels 2, 3, 4

This one semester course is designed to provide a practical
and in depth look at the structure and workings of the Ameri-
can political and legal systems. This course will also relate
our political system to many of the current issues that are
facing the American electorate in the 21st century. These
issues include health care, campaign spending, crime and
punishment, race relations, economics, and the power of the
press and media.  Students will participate in a variety of
activities such as mock trials and election simulations.  Vis-
its to nearby courtrooms and outside speakers will be uti-
lized to enhance the course.  A Community Service Learn-
ing project (unless already completed in other social studies
elective) is a major component of this course.

272, 273, 274     SOCIOLOGY
Grades 11-12 -  2.5 credits - Levels 2, 3, 4

Sociology is a one semester elective offered to juniors and
seniors interested in examining the role of groups in society
and the behavior of individuals within those groups.  Stu-
dents acquire a working knowledge of major terms, con-
cepts and theoretical perspectives in sociology as they be-
gin to understand their country, their town and their own
experiences through a new lens.  Major units include the
study of how American society is influenced by crime and
punishment, race, class and gender.  Students analyze the
impact of groups and individual behavior patterns in the face
of such social problems as poverty, discrimination, and so-
cial alienation.  Emphasis will be placed on open discussion
and participation.  Emphasis is placed on class participation
and clarity of written expression.  A community service learn-
ing project (unless already completed in another social stud-
ies elective) is a major component.

275, 276, 277 INTRODUCTION  TO
PSYCHOLOGY

Grades 11-12 -  2.5 credits - Levels 2, 3, 4
This exploratory course is designed to offer students an in-
troduction to the major concepts of psychology and how
they relate to their own self-awareness.  Students will study
the nature of conscious experience, personality theory, com-
munication, change, goal setting, stress management, psy-
chopathology, the family life cycle, and contemporary is-
sues.  Positive social skills, effective communications, and
conflict resolution techniques are practiced to enhance per-
sonal and family wellness, self-efficacy, and independence.
A community service learning project (unless already com-
pleted in another social studies elective) is a major compo-
nent of this course.

282, 283, 284   INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
Grades 11-12 -  2.5 credits - Levels 2, 3, 4

This course examines core units that explain the forces be-
hind major world events.  Typical units include the concept
of regions, the third world, geopolitics, international organi-
zations, nationalism, and globalism.  Having mastered these
concepts, students then conduct in-depth examinations of cur-
rent foreign affairs.  A community service learning project
(unless already completed in another social studies elective)
is a major component of this course.

286, 287, 288 SEMINARS IN HISTORY
Grade 12 - 2.5 credits - Levels 2, 3, 4
Prerequisite – American Studies

This course is offered to seniors as an in-depth exploration
of specific themes and topics in history.  Themes and topics
may change from year to year but the course will take the
same format using discussion, debate, primary and second-
ary source analysis, etc.  A community service learning
project (unless completed in another social studies elective)
is required.
The topic for this year’s Seminars in History is Introduction
to Philosophy: An Examined Life.  This one semester course
offers students an introduction to the essential elements of
philosophy.  Many topics will be explored in order to en-
hance students’ abilities in areas of communication, critical
thinking, problem solving, persuasive powers, writing, re-
search and analysis, questioning, creativity, and reasoning.
The course will provide a fundamental and practical under-
standing of basic philosophical themes, such as logic, eth-
ics, personal identity, and morality.  These topics will be
organized into lessons that examine the historical roots of
these ideas as well as their impact on shaping our under-
standing of ourselves and the world around us.
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STUDENT  SUPPORT SERVICES
SPECIAL  EDUCATION and ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION

Special Education Services are designed to help a student make effective progress in regular education. In order to qualify
for special education services, a child must

• have a disability

• not be making effective progress due to the disability

• require specially designed instruction to make effective progress and/or

• require related services to access the general curriculum

The designated disability categories recognized by the Massachusetts Department of Education include the following:
Autism Emotional Neurological
Communication Health Specific Learning Disabilities
Developmental Delayed (only until age 9) Intellectual Physical
Sensory/Hearing Impaired or Deaf Sensory/Deaf-Blind Multiple Disabilities
Sensory/Vision Impaired or Blind

Students with disabilities are provided with specially designed instruction, inclusive and/or individualized educational
support, assistive technology resources, parent and staff consultation, related services and opportunities with which to
achieve success in middle and high school as indicated by the student’s Individual Education Program (IEP). The indi-
vidual education program is designed for each eligible student by the school based special education team. The individual
student is also included when the student is fourteen years of age or older. The individual education plan is reviewed on an
annual basis, with three year re-evaluation of eligibility occurring on a three-year cycle.   Some students with disabilities
may qualify for accommodations in the classroom through a 504 plan.

At Hingham Middle School, students are assigned to one of the following courses as specified in their Individual Educa-
tion Program (IEP).
006 Strategies for Learning Grades 6
007 Strategies for Learning Grades 7
008 Strategies for Learning Grades 8

At the high school level, special education course instruction is designed to provide an introduction to the skills needed to
be a successful and independent learner.  Students develop and utilize learning strategies addressed in  Student Learning
Expectations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7.

9th Grade  Strategies for Learning   3 periods per cycle - 2.5 credits; 6 periods per cycle - 5 credits
Emphasis placed on organizational, reading, writing, and math skills, test preparation, and time management.  Students will
become aware of their own learning styles and practice effective learning strategies.

10th Grade  Strategies for Learning  3 periods per cycle - 2.5 credits; 6 periods per cycle - 5 credits
Continued emphasis on language, math, and study skills.  Students will continue to address skills in goal setting, commu-
nication, as well as self-advocacy.

11th Grade  Strategies for Learning  3 periods per cycle - 2.5 credits; 6 periods per cycle - 5 credits
Emphasis on student responsibility, effective time management, college or career exploration and preparation.

12th Grade Strategies for Learning  3 periods per cycle - 2.5 credits; 6 periods per cycle - 5 credits
Continued emphasis on personal academic goals including: organization, planning,  effective decision making  and on-
going utilization of learning strategies.

Grades 6-12:  Specialized course work in English skills, math skills, and reading skills designed to achieve i n d i v i d u a l
student IEP goals and bench marks as recommended by the school special education teams

Grades 6-12:  English Language Education Services (ELE) are provided as necessary upon assessment by the ELE teacher
including Sheltered English Immersion (SEI) and English Language Development (ELD).


