
HHS SCHOOL COUNCIL 
January 3, 2018 

OVERVIEW & PURPOSE 

To 1) recap the last meeting; 2) announce new developments in the campaign to combat the increased use 

of e-cigarette products by students; 3) gather feedback about a proposed plan to monitor school corridors 

in a more effective manner;  4) brainstorm disciplinary policies that deserve closer attention from the 

School Council in future meetings; 5) consider the establishment of subcommittees to address School 

Improvement Goals related to renewable energy and service learning; and 6) examine several recent 

incidents and discuss appropriate school responses.  

ONE: GREETING AND INTRODUCTIONS (5:00-5:05) 

TWO: APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND REVIEW OF LAST MEETING (5:05-

5:10) 
The minutes were approved unanimously after Mrs. McPhillips’ initial motion to approve them was 

seconded by Mr. Cyr.  

THREE: UPDATE ON EFFORTS TO CONFRONT “THE VAPING ISSUE” 

(5:10-5:20) 

● A change to the HHS Student Handbook will go into effect next month. The penalty for a first-

offense violation of the policy that prohibits e-cigarette products will increase from a 4-hour 

Saturday detention to a 1-day In-School Suspension. 

● Katie McBrine (a local pediatrician and Hingham resident) will deliver a presentation to the 

Student Council assembly on February 6th. She will explain the health risks posed by the use of  

e-cigarette products. 

● The School Council recognizes an ongoing need to inform and engage parents on this issue. 

● We should try to organize assembly remarks from a student who has quit vaping. 

 

Very pleased with the above updates.  Love that a local MD is conducting the 

presentation and that the penalty has increased (MB).   

FOUR (RELATED ISSUE):  EFFORTS TO MONITOR SCHOOL CORRIDORS 



(5:20-5:40) 

● The school administration is preparing to launch a new system whereby every classroom would 

have sign-out forms and lanyard hall passes that identify the student’s point of origin and 

destination. 

● Recommendation: A printing station should be installed in the cafeteria (perhaps in the room 

formerly used by the credit union) to cut down on traffic (from the cafeteria to the LMC and 

computer labs) during lunch periods. 

● We discussed several logistical challenges (including LMC and the cafeteria) that will need to be 

addressed if the new system is to prove effective. 

● Students and teachers should have an opportunity to provide feedback on the new system. 

 

It is my understanding that many kids choose utilize the LMC during their lunch period.  

Do these kids need to notify someone of their location or sign in with someone at the 

LMC?  (MB)  Which brings me to an unrelated question…  Are these kids who elect to go 

to the LMC during their lunch hour able to eat in the LMC?  Or are they going without 

food for an entire day?  (MB) 

FIVE: WHAT OTHER DISCIPLINARY POLICIES DESERVE 

EXAMINATION? (5:40-5:45) 

● The group agreed that School Council should next examine policies pertaining to “group 

possession” of alcohol. 

 

After reviewing the Student Handbook further, I notice there is no Code of Conduct for 

Student Government. (MB)  For example, if a student leader receives a suspension is 

he/she able to remain in that position or are they stripped of their role? (MB) 

SIX: SUBCOMMITTEES? (5:45-5:50) 

● School Improvement goals related to service learning and renewable energy will be explored on 

School Council subcommittees. 

○ Solar: Scott Cyr will chair this subcommittee;  other members will include Ray Estes, 

Peter Swanson and Janice McPhillips. 

○ Service: Principal Swanson will chair this subcommittee; other members will include 

Janice McPhillips, Kaley Johannes, Elena Hern, and Liz Bienfang. 

SEVEN: DISCUSSION OF RECENT ISSUES RELATED TO RACE AND 

RESPECT (5:50-6:15) 

● Principal Swanson and METCO Director Mr. Nyamekye will deliver a message on the Friday 

Show on Jan. 12th. They intend to announce a school-wide initiative to celebrate MLK Day, the 

upcoming 50th anniversary of Dr. King’s death, and the 50th anniversary of Hingham’s 

participation in the METCO program. 



● We discussed the possibility of having everyone sign a pledge banner. 

● We also discussed the creation of a wall mural. 

 

Upcoming HHS School Council meetings: 2/7, 3/7, 4/4, 5/2, 6/6 


