
 
 
 

 
March 20, 2019 
 
Dear HHS Community: 
  
For close to two decades, the timing of our school's graduation (5 PM on the first  
Saturday after Memorial Day) has conflicted with the MIAA Track & Field All State 
Championship. Over the years, many HHS student-athletes have been forced 
to choose between attending their graduation and competing in that meet.  
This year, with our girls' (state champion) and boys' track teams emerging  
from historic winter seasons, the conflict promises to impact more than twenty  
of our students, potentially a greater number than ever before. Thus, after careful  
deliberation, we have decided to adjust the timing of this year's graduation to  
10 AM (rather than 5 PM) on Saturday, June 1st.  
  
In the three and a half years since the Class of 2019 arrived as ninth-graders  
at Hingham High School, our student-athletes have achieved no fewer than 17 
state championships in a wide variety of sports. At the same time, HHS students  
have competed at high levels in many other activities, ranging from Quiz Bowl  
and robotics championships to music, drama, art, debate, mock trial, and  
National History Day competitions. None of those students had to face the  
same dilemma (i.e., the choice between pursuing excellence in their chosen  
activity and participating in graduation) that our spring track athletes will have  
to confront if we do not change the time of our ceremony.  I hope you'll agree  
that our track athletes should not have to make such an impossible choice this year.  
  
The HHS graduation ceremony would be diminished if even one member of the  
Class of 2019 could not participate. The prospect of many empty seats among the 
graduates is not a scenario that we should find acceptable. I apologize for any  
inconvenience this change may cause, but I firmly believe that the decision  
aligns with our values as a community.  More than ever before, I look forward to  
seeing the entire Class of 2019 at graduation, and I am excited to consider what  
a truly unforgettable day it will be for all of us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rick Swanson 
Principal 

 
 


